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K For by Art is created that great Leviathan called a
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Naturall, for whose protection and defence it was intended; and in
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which, the Soveraignty is an Artificall Soul, as giving life and
motion to the whole body; The Magistrates, and other Officers of
Judicature and Execution, artificial Joynts; Reward and Punishment
(by which fastned to the seate of the Soveraignty, every joynt and
member is moved to performe his duty) are the Nerves, that do The
same in the Body Natural, The Wealth and Riches of all the
particular members, are the Strength; Salus Populi (The Peoples
Safety) its Businesse; Counsellors, by whom all things needfull for
it to Know, are suggested unto it, are the Memory; Equity and
Lawes, an artificiall Reason and Will; Concord, Health; Sedition,
Sichnesse; and Civill War, Death. Lastly, the Pacts and Covenants,
by which the parts of this Body Politique were at first made, set
together, and united, resemble that Fiat , or the Let us make man,

pronounced by God in the Creation™".
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“ Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live wihtout

a common Power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition

which is called Warre; and such a warre, as is of every man, against

every man.... Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of

warre, where every man is Enemy to every man...”")
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« Of the First and Second Naturall Lawes, and of Contracts n(%)
— “a Gé "_.):’JA" L}Lg

“ The Right of Nature, which Writers commonly call Jus

Naturale. is the Liberty each man hath, to use his own power, as he

will himselfe, for the preservation of his own Nature... By Liberty,
is- understood, according to the proper signiﬁcatioﬁ of the word, the
absence of externall Impediments: which Impediments, may of take
away part of a mans power to do what he would; but cannot hinder
him from using the power left him, according as his Judgement,

and reason shall dictatd to him.

A Law Of Nature. (Lex Naturalis) is a precept, or generall

Rule found out by Reason, by which a man is forbidden to do, that,
which is destructive of his life, or taketh away the means of
preserving the same; and to omit, that, by which he thinketh it may

be best preserved™?,
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“ The First branch of which Rule containeth the First and

Fundamentall Law of Natrue; which is, to seek Peace, and follow
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it. The Second, the summe of the Right of Nature; which is, By all

means we can, to defend our selves.

From this Fundamentall Law of Nature, by which men are
commanded to endeavour Peace, is derived this second law; That a
man be willing, when others are so too, as farre-forth, as for peace,
and defence of himselfe he shall think it necessary, to lay down this

right to all things....”".
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“Of the Causes, Generation,

and Definition of a Common-Wealth (")

— " JU

“ Lastly, the agreement of these creatures is Naturall; that of

men, is by Covenant only, which is Artificiall: and therefore it is no
wonder if there be somewhat else required (beside Covenant) to

make their Agreement constant and lasting; which is a Common

Y Ga L(:,-_\Lud‘ c:.)d‘ (\)
Say (mubpull el 3 s Y " T e el 1 iy ()
.N:l.)\))

o9



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

Power, to keepthem in awe, and to direct their actions po the

Common Benefit.

The only way to erect such a Common Power, as may be able
to defend them from the invasion of Forraigners, and the injuries of
one another, and thereby to secure them..., Is to conferre all their
power and strength upon one Man...., That may reduce all theit
wills..., This is more than Consent, or Concord; it is a reall unitie of
them all, in one and the same Person, made by Covenant of every
man with every man, in such manner, as if every man should say to
every man, I Authorise and give up my Right of Governing my
selfe, to this Man,.... On this condition, that thou give up they Right
to him, and Authorise all his Actions in like manner....”",
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“ That Adam had not, either by natural right of fatherhood

or by positive donation from God , any such authority over his

children, nor dominion over the world , as is pretended...”®
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“... So that he that will not give just occasion to think that all

government in the world is the product only of force and violence,

and that men live together by no other rules but that of beasts ,
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- Locke, John, The Second Treatise of Civil Government, with an Introduction
by Gough, J.W., Basil Blackwell — Oxford, 1946.
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where the strongest carries it , and so lay a foundation for perpetual
disorder and mischief , tumult , sedition ,and rebellion.., Must of
necessity find out another rise of government , another original of
political power, -and another way of designing and knowing the

persons that have it...” "’
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“ Of The State Of Nature” "
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“.... To understand political power aright , and derive it from

its original , we must consider what state all mem are naturally in,

and that is a state of perfect freedom.. A state also of equality.."”.
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..... The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it,

which obliges every one ; and reason , which is that law, teaches all

mankind who will but consult it , that , being all equal and
independent, no one ought to harm another in his life health ,

liberty , or possecsions™".
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* Of The Ends Of Political Society And Government”' "

N PO

* ... If man in the state of nature be so free, as has been said,

if he be absolute lord of his own person and possessions, equal to
the greatest , and subject to no body, why will he part with his
freedom, this empire , and subject himself to the dominion and
control of any other power? To which it is obvious to answer , that
thought in the state of nature he hath such a right , yet the
enjoyment of it is very uncertain , and constantly exposed to the

invasions of others.*“?,
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....... In the state of nature there are many thing wanting

First: There wants an established , settled , known law,

. recaived and allowed by common consent to be the standard of

right and wrong...

Secondly : In the state of nature there wants a known and
indifferent judge, with authority to determine all differences
according to the established law..

Thirdly: In the state of nature there often wants power to
back and support the sentence when right , and to give it due
execution.......
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“ Of The Beginning Of Political Societies™")
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“ Men being , as has been said , by nature all free, equal , and
independent, no one can be put out of this estate , and subjected to
the political power of another , without his own consent The only
way by which any one divests himself of his natural liberty and
puts on the bonds of civil society is by agreeing with other men to
join and unite into a community for their comfortable , safe, and
peaceable living one amongst another, in a secure enjoyment of
their properties , and a greater security against any that are not of

it.”‘u(:l
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And thus every man , by consenting with others of make one

body politic under one government , puts himself under an
obligation to every one of that society , to submit to the
determination of the majority , and to be concluded by it; or else
this original compact , whereby he with others incorporates into
one society, would signify nothing , and be no compact , if he be
left free and under no other ties than he was in before in the state of

nature....”!
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“ Of Political or Civil Society”"
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“ Man being born , as has been proved , with a title to perfect
freedom , and an uncontrolled enjoyment of all the rights and
privileges -of the law of nature equally with any other man or
number of men in the world, hath by nature a power not only to
preserve his property- that is, his life, liberty, and estate — against
the injuries and attempts of other men, but to judge of and punish
the breaches of that law in others as he is persuaded the offence
deserves , even with death itself , in crimes where the heinousness
of the fact in his opinion requires it . But because no political
society can be nor subsist without having in itself the power to
preserve the property, and it order thereunto. punsih the offences of
all those of that society. there, and there only is political society ,
where every one of the members hath quitted this natural power,
resigned it up into the hand of the community in all cases that
exclude him not from appealing for protection to the law
established by it ; and thus all private judgment of every particular

member being excluded , the community comes to be umpire ; and
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by understanding indifferent rules and men authorised by the
community for their execution, decides all the differences that may
happen between any members of that society concerning any
matter of right, and punishes those offences which any member
hath committed against the society with such penalties as the law
has established; Wheréby it is easy to discern who are and who are
not in political society together . Those who ar¢ united into one
body , and have a common established law and judicature to appeal
to , with authority to decide controversies between them and punish
offenders , are in civil society one with another; but those who have
not such common appeal — I mean on earth — are still in the state of
nature , each being , where there is no other , judge for himself and
executioner , which is, asI have before shown it, the perfect state

of nature™!.
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And thus the commonwealth comes by a power to set down
what punishment shall belong to the several transgressions which
they think worthy of it commitied amongst the members of that
society , which is the power of making laws. as well as it has the
power to punish any injury done unto any of its members by any

one that is not of it, which is the power of war and peace....”),
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“.. The people finding their properties not secure under the
government , asthen it was (whereas government has no other end
but the preservation of property),could never be safe nor at rest, nor
think themselves in civil society , till the legislature was placed in
collective bodies of men, call them Senate, Parliament , or what

you please..."“).
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“ Of The Dissolution Of Government ")
—" ﬂi‘_}rl dté

“The end of government is the good of mankind , and which

is best for mankind, that the people should be always exposed to

the boundless will of tyranny , or that the rulers should be
sometimes liable to be opposed when they grow exorbitant in the
use of their power, and employ it for the destrcution and not the

preservation of the properties of their people?”?
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“ Heére , ti’s like , the common question will be made : Who

shall be judge whether the prince or legislative act contrary to their
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trust?... I reply : The people shall be judge.”(".
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“ Sujet de ce Premier Livre™"
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“L’homme est né libre , et partout il est dans les fers . Tel se

croit le maitre des autres, qui ne laisse pas d’&tre plus esclave
qu'eux . Comment ce chagement s’est — il fait? Je I’ignore. Qu’est
— ce qui peut le rendre légitime? Je crois pouvior résoudre cette

question®®,

u;u}sgsj‘\_):\:a@us"HJJ"Le_,c_*ﬁél el el s34

=il daall e Al all pda o Lagie| 28 (\)
= Rousseau, J.J., Du Contrat Social - ou Principes du Droit Politique, Ernest

Flammar Jon, Paris.
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“ Du Pacte Social ”"

=1 s )
“Je suppose les hommes parvenus 4 ce point ol les obstacles
qui nuisent & leur conservation dans I’état de nature I’emportent par
leur résistance sur les forces que chaque individu peut employer
pour se maintenir dans cet état . Alors cet état primitif ne peut plus
subsister; et le genre humain périrait s’il ne changeait de maniére
d’étre.™
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* Trouver une forme d’association qui défende et protége de

toute la force commune la personne et les biens de chaque associé,
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et par laquell chacun ., s’unissant a tous, n’obéisse pourtant qu’ &
lui - méme , et reste aussi libre qu;auparavant™. Tel est le probléme

fondamental dont le contrat social donne la solution”"’,
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“Enfin , chacun se donnant a tous ne se donne a personne,.....
chacun de nous met en commun sa personne et toute sa puissance
sous la supréme direction de la volonté générale ; et nous recevons

encore chaque member comme partie indivisible du tout™?,
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“A Tinstant , au Lieu de la personne particuliére de chaque
contractant , cet acte d’association produit un corps moral et
collectif, composé d’autant de membres que I’assemblée a de voix;
lequel re.éoit de ce méme acte son unité , son moi commun , sa vie,
et sa voldnté . Cette personne publique , qui se forme ainsi par
L’union de toutes les autres, prenait autrfois le nom de Cite , et
prend maintenant celui de République ou de Corps Politique ,
lequel est apelé par ses membres Etat quand il est passif, Souverain
quand il est actif, Puissance en le comparant a ses semblables, A
L’égard des associés , ils prennent collectivement le nom de
Peuple, et s’appellent en particulier Citoyens, comme participant &
L’autorité souveraine , et Sujets , comme soumis aux lois de
I*état, <, -
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“ Que Le Souveraineté Est Inaliénable »()

—" gy JB

“La premiére et la plus importante conséquence des principes

ci- devant établis est que lavolonté général peut seule diriger les
forces de L’état selon la fin de son institution , qui estle bien
commun ... Je is donc que la souveratinté, n’étanf que L’exercice
de la volonté général , ne peut jamias s’aliéner , et que le souverain,
qui n’est qu’un étre collectif , ne peut étre représenté que par lui-
méme : le pouvior peut bien se transmettre , mais non pas la

volonté.”®.
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“ Que La Souveraineté Est Indivisible ?("

L
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“ Parla méme raison que la souveraintet est inabiénable, elle

est indivisible; car la volonté est général, ou elle ne L’est pas; elle
est celle du corps du peuple, ou seulement d’une partie, Dans le
premier cas, cette volonté déclarée est un acte de souveraineté, et
fait loi; dans le second, ce n’est qu’une volonté particuliére, ou un

acte de magistrature; c’est un décret tout au plus”®.
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“ Des Bornes du Pouvoir Souverain”"” -
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...... Que la volonté général, pour étre vraiment telle, doit
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L’étre dans son objet ainsique dan son essence; qu’elle doit partir
de tous pour s’appliquer 4 tous....” ), “ On doit concevoir pat 1a
que ce qui généralise la volonté est moins le nomber des voix que

1’intérét commun qui les unit....”(%).
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“..JL lui faut une force universelle et compulsive pour
mouvoir et disposer chaque partie de la maniére la plus convenable
au tout, Comme la nature donne & chaque homme un pouvoir absou
sur tous ses members, le pacte social donne au corps politique un
pouvoir absolu sur tous les siens; et c’est ce méme pouvoir qui,
dirigé par une volonté générale, port, comme j’ai dit, le nom de

souveraineté”®,
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“ Du Gouvernement En Général "
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“Qu’est — ce done que le ~ouvernement? Un corps
intermédiaire établi entre les sujets et le souverain pour leur
mutuelle correspondance, chargé de L’exécution des lois, }et du
maintien de la liberté tant civile que politique.

Les members de ce corps s’appellent magistrats ou Rois,
c’est — a — dire, Gouverneurs;... Ainsi ceux qui prétendent que
L’acte pa: lequel un peuple se soument & des chefs n’est point un
contrat, ont grande raison. Ce n’est absolument qu’une
commission, un emploi, dans lequel, simples officiers du souverain,
ils exercent en son nom le pouvoir dont il les a faits dépositaires, et
quil peut limiter, Modifier, et reprendre quand il lui plait.
L’aliénation d’un tel droit étant incompatible avec la nature du

corps social, est contraire au but de Iassociation™®,
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“ Des Députés Ou Représentants™'"

g J

* Les Députés du peuple ne sont donc ni ne peuvent étre ses
représentants; ils ne sont que ses commissaires; ils ne peuvent rein
conclure définitivement. Tout loi que le peuple en personne n’a pas
ratifiee est nulle; ce n’est point une loi. Le peuple anglais pense

étre libre, il se trompe fort; il neL’est que durant I’élection des
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membres du parlement: sitdt qu’ils sont élus, il est esclave, il n’est
rien. Dans les courts moments de sa libert¢, I"'usage qu’il en mérite

bien qu’il la perde™",
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- The ruling class, translated by Hannah D Kalhn, New York, 1965.
, ~: kil ‘wﬂ\M\umdumidggﬁuﬂ‘MU(\‘)
- G.Mosca, Histoire des doctrines politiques depuis ’antiquité jusqu, 4 nos jours.
Préface et traduction de Gaston Buthoul, Paris, Payot, 1936, P. 26 et p27.
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- Solwan el mota, di Ibn Zafer, versione Italiano di Michele Amari, Firenze,
1851.
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- G.Mosca, Histoire des doctrines politiques, Op. cit., pp. 108-111,
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- Niceolo’ Machiavelli, The prince, introduction, translation, and notes by

Paul Sonnino, New Jersey, 1996, pp. 3-20.

- The prince by Niccolo Machiavelli, translated by Daniel Donno, Edited and
an introduction by the translator, New York, 1981, PP. 1-11, p. 123,P. 124,
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« Desiderando io adunque offerirmi alla vostra Magnificenzia
con qualche testimone della servitu’ mia verso di quella, non ho
trovato intra la mia suppellettile cosa quale io abliapiu’ carao
tanto exis<mi , quanto la ‘cognizione delle azioni delli uomini
grandi imparata con una lunga esperienza delle cose moderne et

una continua lezione delle antique™".

- == G.Mosca, Op. cit.. P.P. 103-108.
- Linda Villari, The life and times of Niccolo Machiavelli, 1891,
Ve (s 63w g e " Paul Sonnino i ) S Aan jp Aadia SllXS
M uag
: i (V)
- Niccolo” Machiavelli, 1l principe, presentazione di Fredi Chiappelli, Firenze,
1900, P. 11,12,
a5l o "L 8 IS a g pgh Sl il auiel il
sagtll Ay jalasy
- N., Machiavelli, The prince, introduction, translation and notes by Paul

Sonnino, Op. cit.

i

- N.Machiavelli, The prince, translated by Daniel Donno, Op.cit, =
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“Resta ora a vedere quali debbano essere e'modi e governi di

uno principe con sudditi o con li amici”,
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- ==N.Machiavelli, The prince, translated and edited by Angelo M.Codevilla,
Boston University, 1997.

—Niceolo’Mechiavelli, Il Principe, Op. cit., P. 92. ;Q‘.ﬁd\ laa 8kl (\)
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“Onde €’ necessario a uno principe , volendosi mantenere,
imparare a potere essere non buono, et usarlo e non usare secondo

la necessita™!.

Ao e oy A acl il e saclE padll 13a Gans
3y (A iy (LS A a1 o Jilial LSl
pi b aat oy (B alalyy (GAY) oo Lkd ) ) eadls Akl oo
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“Et io so che ciascuno confessera’ che sarebbe laudabilissima
cosa uno principe trovarsi di tutte le soprascritte qualita’, quelle che
sono tenute buone: ma , perchc’ non si passono avere, ne’
interamente asservare . per le condizioni umane che non lo
consentono, li e necessario esserc lanto prudente , che sappia
fuggire I'infamia di quelle che li torrebbano lo stato, e da qualle
che non gnene tolgano guardarsi , se elli &’ possibile , ma , non
possendo, vi si puo’ con meno respctto lasciare andore, Et ancora
non si cur di incorrere nella fama di quelli vizii , sanza quali possa

difficilmente salvare lo stato”@,
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“ E pero, a volersi mantenere infra i uomini el nome del
liberale , e’ necessario non lasciare indrieto alcuna qualita di
suntuosita ; talmente che, sempre, uno principe cosi fatto
consumera’ in simili opere tute le sua faculta’ ; e sara’ necessitato
alla fine, se si vorra’ mantenere el nome del liberale |, gravare
e’populi estraordinariamente et essere fiscale e fare tutte quelle
cose chi si possono fare per avere donari. Il che comincera’ a farlo
odioso con sudditi, e poco stimar da nessuno . diventando povero;
in modo che, con questa sua liberalita avendo offeso li assaie

premiato e’pochi™ .
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“Papa Lulio II , come si fu servito del nome del liberale per
aggiugnere al papato,non penso, poi a mantenserselo, per potere
fare guerra lare di Francia : et ha fatto tante guerre sanza porre uno
dazio estraordinario a’sua , perche , alle superfule spese ha
sumministrato la lunga parsimonia sua. El re di Spagna presente, se
fussi tenuto liberale, non arebbe fatto ne’ vinto tante imprese™ ).
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“.Dico che ciascuno principe debbe desiderare di esser
tenuto pietoso e non crudele : non di manco debbe avvertire di non
usare male questa pieta’. E ratenuto Cesare Borgia crudele; non di
manco , quella sua crudelta’ aveva racconcia la Romagna , unitola
ridottola in pace et in fede”(V.
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“ Nasce da questo una disputa : s’elli ¢’ meglio essere amato
che temuto , O e converso .- Respondesi, che si varrebbe essere
I'uno e P’a’ltro; ma, perche’ elli ¢’ difficile accozzarli insieme,
e’molto piv’ sicuro essere temuto che amato , quando si abbia a
mancare dell’unc de’ dua.... Ma, sopra a tutto, asstenersi dalla
roba d’altri; perche’ li uomini sdimenticono piu’ presto la morte del

padre che la perdita del patrimonio. E che sia vero che I’altre sua
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virt’ nou sorebbano bastate, si puo considerare in Scipione
rarissimo non solamente re tempi sua ,ma in tutta la memaria delle
cose che si sano, dal quale li eserciti sua in Ispagna si rebellorono .
] e che non nacque da altro, che dalla’ troppa sua pietd , la quale
aveve a’ sua soldati piu licenzia che alla disciplina militore non si

conveniva™V.
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“Dovete a dunque sapere come sono dua generazione di
combattere : 1’uno con le leggi , ’altro con la forza : quel primo ¢’
proprio dello uomo , quel secondo delle bestie : ma, perche’ el

primo malte volte non basta , conviene ricorrere al secondo . Per
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tanto a uno principe ¢’ necessario sapere bene usare la bastia e lo
uomo ... Sendo adunque uno principe necessitato sapere bene usore
la bestia , debbe di quelle pigliare la golpe et il lione ; perche’ il
loine non si difende da lacci, la golpe non si difende da lupi .
Bisogna adunque essere golpe a conoscere e’lacci , e lione a
sligottire e’lupi. Coloro che stanno semplicemente in sul lione, non
se ne intendano . Non puo’, per tanto, uno sigﬁore prudente ne,
debbe osservare la fede, quando tale oservanzia li torni e che sono
spente le cagioni che la feciono promettere, E , se 1i uomini fussino
tutti buoni , questo precetto non sarebbe buono; ma, perche’ sono
tristt e non la osservareb bano a te,tu ancora non ’hai ad osservare
a loro . Ne’ mai a uno principe mancorono cagioni legittime di

colorare la inosservanzia™ !,
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“Lo non voglio delli freschi tacerne uno . Alessandro VI non
fece mai altro , non penso mai ad altro che ad ingannare uomini , e
sempre trovo’ subietto da paterlo fare . E non fu mai uomo che
avessi maggiore efficacia in asseverare , e con maggiori giuramenti
affermassi una cosa,che 1’osservassi menosnon di meno sempre li
succederono I'inganni ad votum , perche conosceva bene questa

parte del mondo™".
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“ E’ non mi e’incognito come molti hanno avuto et hanno
opinione , che le cose del mondo sieno in modo governate della
fortuna e da Dio, che li uomini con la prudenzia loro non posaino
correggerle, anzi non vi abbino remedio alcuno... Iudico patere
esser vero che la fortuna sia arbitre della meta’ delle azioni nostre ,

ma che ancora lei ne lasci governare I’atra meta’,opresso , a noi™".
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“ Abbiamo dunque con la chiesa e coi preti nio Italiani questo

primo obbligo, d'essere diventati senza religione e cattivi, ma ne

8 ()
- Niccolo® Machiavelli, Discorsi —sopra la prima deca di Tito Liuio, Milano,
1919.
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- The discourses by Niccolo’® Machiavelli, translated by Max Lerner, New

York, 1940,
S e , translated by Daniel Donno, New York, 1981.
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abbiamo ancora un maagiore , il quale e’ cagione dellarovina
nostro. Questo e’che la chiesa ha tenuto e tiene questa nostra
provincia -divisa . E veramente alcuna provincia non fu mai unita o
felice , se la non viene tutta all’ ubbidienza d’una repubblica o
d’uno principe , come e’ avvenuto alla Francia ed all Spagna. E la
cagione che la Italia non siain quel medesmo termine, ne’ abbia
anche ella o una repabblica o uno principe-che la governi,
e’solamente la chiesa: perche’ avendovi abitato e tenuto imperio
temporale , non e’stata si potente, ne’ di tal virtw’ che 1’abbia
potuto occupare il restante d’lItalia, e farsene pricnipe; e non e’
stata, dall’altra parte si debile, che, per paura di non perdere il
dominio delle cose temporali, la non abbia potuto convocare un
potente che la difenda contro a quello che in Italia fosse diventato

troppo potente”(”.
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- Raymond Aron, Machiavel et les tyrannies modernes, Fallois, Paris, 1993.
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