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Abstract
Social networks analysis: the marginalized approach in the Arab Research

Despite the fact that western countries have benefited greatly from applications and new theories
associated with the study of new media, Arab media research is still dependent on old theories and
approaches in the study of phenomena related to virtual social networks. Many Arab Studies in the
field of new media have been characterized by not using research methods associated with the
development of communication technologies in the past few years. Most of studies were limited by
the use of only some tools such as questionnaires, in-depth interviews, observation, etc., while
neglecting other tools that have proved their effectiveness in the study of phenomena related to new
media.

Among the approaches that have had great importance in understanding the phenomena related
to virtual social networks in the past few years is what is called the method of "Social Network
Analysis (SNA). " This research identifies social network analysis (SNA) as a newly emerging
methodology for the study of virtual social networks. In order to understand this new method, we
review some of the most significant studies carried out in this field, which tried to shed light on the
main characteristics of this method in its approach to the phenomena of social networks.

In order to examine what constitutes SNA, this presentation defines the concepts of «Social
Network Analysis" such as the concept of node, connection, cliques, structural holes, leadership,
social capital, density, centrality, and friendship. We also point out in these research structural
measures inherent in any study based on the "Social Network Analysis" with a focus on practical
applications and future developments in the field we have mentioned.

Keywords

Social network analysis, online communities, node, connection, cliques, structural hole,
leadership, social capital, density, centrality, friendship, virality.
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Mercanti-Guérin Maria, « Analyse des réseaux sociaux et communautés en ligne :  Voir,"

quelles applications en marketing ? », Management & Avenir 2/ 2010 (n® 32), p. 132-153

Lazega E. (1998), Réseaux sociaux et structures relationnelles, Paris ; Que sais—je 2 N° i
3399, PUEF. Page 6. IN, Mercanti-Guérin Maria, « Analyse des réseaux sociaux et
communautés en ligne : quelles applications en marketing ? », Management & Avenir 2/
2010 (n® 32).
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MERCKLE Pierre (2004), Sociologie des réseaux sociaux, Paris, La Découverte, coll. v
5.- page "Reperes"’, n° 398,

URL :http://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%D9%8 A%D8%A9_%D8
%A7%I1D9%84%109%85%ID8%AE%ID8%B7%ID8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA
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http://www.arabency.com/index.php?module=pnEncyclopedia&func=display_term&id=13
453&m-=1

Un sociogramme est une représentation graphique des relations entre les différents ¥

membres d'un groupe restreint.

Statut sociométrique = relatif a la sociométrie, a I'ensemble des méthodes d'évaluation Vit
quantitative des relations entre individus.

URL: http://ar.wikipedia.org 41 La Sy deguwse Vil
Un systéme d’oppositions, de réciprocités, de relations de symétrie '

Transitivité : se dit d'une relation qui, lorsqu'elle lie un premier terme a un second, et ce

second a un troisieme, lie de la méme fagon le premier terme au troisieme

étude scientifique de I'unité linguistique économique et sociale des ethnies L’ethnologie ¥
.et des groupes humains

Voir, Mercanti-Guérin Maria, op.cit*

A S ] Wl il dlaglaa gl ) Lomslga V1 n dsban W) oSt il — (2012 le) slsy 4y o 55
A3 o - eSOV sl w12y

XV micro, méso et macro dans l'observation et l'explication des phénoménes sociaux »

(Breiger, 1974 repris par Lazega, 1998).
*¥ Voir, Mercanti-Guérin Maria, op.cit

Wasserman et Freeman (1979) , (1979) ole,ws 0l (1994) cosls lil/psedd s (5pskae oo XV
Faust (1994)

Sabidussi (1966) sisle (1965) oliy pseddi lin gyplae XV
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