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had been aboard the planc when
it was inlereepted.

The six-man Egyptian crew,
six Egyptian sccurity officers
and five Egyptian diplomats
were transferred to the Egyptian
embassy in Rome. The itwo
alestinian negotiatiors, named
as  Mohammed Abn  Abbas,
head of the Palestine Liberution
Front and a member of the PLO
exceutive, and his aide Hani ¢l
Hassann,  were taken 1o the
ECyyptian Academy of F;Yc Arts
in Rome, a building which is
not  covered by diplomaiie
mmunity, Yesterday, while the
FgyptAir  Boeing  remained
grounded at Ciampino, Italian
pulice surrounded the Fgvplian
academy.

The four  hijuckers.  who
nmediately confessed 1o the
halian authorities, were held on
FFriday at a carabinieri para-
military  police  barracks  in
sigonella.

The hijackers were tormally
identified  yesterday by 13
American passengers from the
Achille Lauro. in preparation
for the indictment ol the four
on charges of murder, kidnap-
ping and possession of arms of
wars According to u spokesman
from the American embassy in
Rome, the passéngers had been
Hown o Sigonella on Priday
meht. he  tdentfication way
arganised by interpol.

After the identification. T uip
Carle,an Teahan magistrate from

Genoa, (vhere the hijackers
hourded the ship) ordered that

the four should be transterred 0
a high-security prison in Sicily.

[talinn state radio reported
yesterday that the four men, a
Pualestinian, a Libyan, a Syrian
and a Jordanian, confessed 1o
the hijack and said they were all
members of the Front Line Five
Group. an extremist faction that
s been outlawed by the PLO.
They were wdentified ay findlan
Abdullah Al-Hassan, 19; Majed
Youset AlMolky, 23: Aidel
Atit thrahim, 20; and Hammid
Al Abdullah, 29,

There is considerable Ameri-
can  pressure on the alian
authorities 1o extradite the rour
10 the United States

Reagan’s revenge
page 17

Meanwhile six British girls
who attempted 1o leave the
Achille Lauro yesterday mern-
ing were turned back by
Egyptian security guards

The girls were named as
Lesley Brown, 20, from Alder-
shot: Louise Barr, 18, from
Leeds: Victoria Gooch, 24, from
Benfleet  in Lssex;  Carina
Tubby, 21, from Taverham near
Norwich: Francesca Morilli, 22,
from  Mountserrel,  Leicester-
shire (it dancers), and Michelle
Ciillen, 1Y, a0 beautician from
Milton kesnes, Yesterday the
pirls were wld by the Egyplian
anthoritics that they were part
of the crew amd that insest
gationy were still continuing,
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I'HT Tour hijaskers of the cruise
ship achalle Lauro were prome-
iaed sate conduct out of Egypt
before the dramatic American
mtervention on T |1Lll‘%dd\’ night,
it emerged vesterday. A written
agreement was signed by the
Talum  wimbassador m Caire,
Criovanm Migluolo,

.»\wun!ilm 10 the Rome
newspaper La Repubblica, the
agrediient was signbed at the
msistence of  the  Lgyptian
foreign minister, Abdel Meguid,
freommitted the Talian govern-
ment 1o handing  over  the
hijuckers direetly to the Pales-
tine  Liberation  Organisation,
and to renouncing any right to
seck their extradition for the
hijack. The Taliun ambassador
said there was no clause stating
that deaths aboard the  ship
would invalidate the agreement,

The agreement was signed in
the Lgyptian foreign ministry at
345 pm  (London time) on
Wednesday, following authoris-
ation from Rome, Five minutes
later the captain of the Achille
Pauro,  Gerardo  de Rosa,
radiocd to say that the hijackers
had left the ship and he was
onee more in commund, “We
have to spve 450 lives, and this
wits the most importint thing at
the time,” the Bahian ambasaa-
dor saddd,

The esistence ol a signed
agreement committing Italy not
1 press Tor ihe hijackers” arrest
may eaplain why the ltabisns
failed 1o notily the Egyptian
authoritics ol the fact that an
American  passenger,  Leon
Klinghofter, had been killed

No 8410 Price 50p

Abu Abbas: in Rome

Klinghofler was shot at Ipm
on Tuesday. News of his death
reached  the  Nalian  prime
minster,  Bettino  Craxi, at
0.30pm  on Wednesday, By
Ipm that night, the Talians
were  able to confirm the
murder, The killing did not,
Imwmc change the terms of
the agreement, and the hijackers
remained under military guard
in Fpypt for another 24 hours.
helore  king off abeard  an
Epyptian Bocing 737 bound tor
Tunis,

\aerican warplanes  foreed
the Bocing to land at the US
Mavy o base at o Sigonella,
southern Sicily, at 1230 am on
Friday. Late on Friday night the
airliner was flown to Ciampino
military  airport  in Rome,
carrying the 17 Egyptians and
two Palestinian negotiators who
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Reagan top
pops aj

“WE BAG THE BUMS",
boasted the New York Daily
News on its front page last
‘Friday, *GOT 'EM", roared the
New York, Post, President
Reagan's successful decision to
“hijack” the four Palestinian
hijackers of the Italian cruise
liner, . the “Achille Laure, has
come as a tonic to the American
public, *The most popular thing
he's done since he became
president,” said Geoffrey Kemp,
a NMiddle East specialist who
was until recently a White
House official.

Yesterday's Mew York Times
said: “The bhest measure of
Thursday's triumph ever terror-
ism is to consider where the
world would be if it hadn't
happened.  Suppose  the four
hijnckers had escaped Egypt
and were beyond the reach of

justice. Americans, disgusted at’

the murder of crippled Leon
Klinghoffer, could bave turned
against  Egypt with untold
consequences  in  the Middle
East and maybe also against
Italy -~ benefiting only  the
enemies of peace .. . However
achieved, [it] has struck a
ringing blow for justice and
agalnst terror . .. Extraordinary
circumstances justify extraordi-
nary measures.”

The cuphoria in Washington,
and especially in the White
House, was  palpable.  Only
hours before the news of the
operation broke, the president
was being denounced in Con-
press as a paper tiger, “It is
time to take names and kick
rear ends,” fumed oune Demo-
cratic  congressman,  Tommy
Robinson of Arkansas, ‘“‘or
rename your State Department
the Capitulation Department,
Get off your stick, Mr Presi-
dent, the American pcople are
sick and tired of being kicked
aromd. It is on yonr back
now .. . let us see you use some
of these billions and billions and
billions of dollars’ worth of
weapons that you have asked us
to approve. Your words are
cheap talk.”

But even as the congressman
was expounding, the operation
to intercept the hijackers was in
full swing.

The triumph came at the
right moment for Reagan, Many
politicians were beginning to
ridicule his “tough guy” image

“One of the pluses ef thus
action,” said Robert Sawiren,
Democratic politicat consultant,
*is that it tends to ernse some of
the smaller frusuraticiis, This is
a mega-political ever:. it alinost
gives the administry tion a fresh
start. The way DMr Reagan’
handled it was g0 deft that it's
hound to get thie respect of most
everyone,”

Morcover, though the ad-
ministration says it wants the
four Pulestinians extradited to
America, it will probubly not be
disappuinted if Italy, as seems
likely, refuses to grant the
extradition’ request. The legal
case against the terrorists is by
no means clear-cut, especially
under American law; and their
extradition  would  probably
increase the chances of terrorist
retullation on American soil.

Amid the euphoria, however,
there were some reservations
about the long-term effects of
the intercept, both on the
Middle Fust peace process, and
on the overall campaign against
international terrorism,

The chances are that it will
not have much of an adverse
effect on the peace process
which, most observers believe, fs
currently going nowhere any-
way. Recent American policy
towards the Middle East has

been cantions, Reagan lhas
welcomed direct negotiations
between lIsrael and Jordan’s

King Husscin. But he questions
Hussein's  suggestions  for an
international conference on the
Middle East, which would bring
in the Rugsians, and for possible
negotiatigns involving the PLO,

Anuother unangwered question
involves  Amcrican  relations
with Egypt. Despite persistent
suspicions, the evidence over-
whelmingly suggests that there

was no  collusion between
Washington and Caire before
thr action ~ and that Egypt’s
Fresident Mubarak is genuinely
angry with America. Reagan is
clearly hoping the damage can
be limited: there was “too much
wt stake™ between the two
countries, he said last Friday, to
Jet the incident ‘‘colour that
relationship”.

The effect of T
the current ¢ ¢ of terror-
ism is unprediciadle. Optimists
hope it wil: -+~ terrorists a
lesson, But i7 .. jusi as easily
accelerate the viclous circle of
bloodshed. As the Israelis are
wearily aware, you can launch
spectaculur coups apgainst ter-
rorists from time to time hut
remain as great a target as ever,

“The haunting fear,” said one
insider last Friday, “is that even
if the terrorists are not extra-
dited te America, we have

s action on

‘invited ourselves into the cycle

of violence,”

Jon Connell



Ribeira. Staale Wan, Walter
Zarlenga and Istvan Sabo,
This was not the first time
the Arab had purchased
tickets for the Achille Lauro:
on three previous dccasions he
had bought -places for small
groups. They were dry runs for
the real thing - & Palestinian
hijack of the liner, to be staged
in Isracli waters off the port of
Ashdod, with the aim. of

forcing Isragl 10 release Arab .

m isoners,

3Wrth hmdsu,ht the Italians
ghiould have been alerted that
-something  was afoot on
ptember 28. Already that
month,  three  Palestinian
bombs had exploded in Italy,

planted by the bearers of

forged Moroccan passports.
Now anplher Arab was ar-
rested in Genoa, having

arrived from Tunis with a
false Moroccan passport.- He
was Kalaf Mohammed Zai-
mab - alias Istvan Sabo, one
of the five booked by the Arab
tor the Achille Lauro voyage,

On hearing of Zaimab's
arrest. the Arab returned to
the shipping office and can-
celled his passage. But when
the liner sailed on Oclober |
for Egypt and the Holy Land.
his four colleagues were
installed In cabin 82. J—

The icrrorisis. rcmumcd
incognito until 8,45 GMT last

Monday, when the ship wagin-

international waters 30 miles
off Port Said. Subsequent
reports from the ship suggest
that the crew discovered their
intentions and forced them to
act pirematurely. The hijackers
100k control when they burst

into he dining-room, firing
machine guns dand pistols,
wounding two of the
passengers.

The Halian prime minister,
Bettino Craxi, was told of the
hijack late that night and
immediately called a meeting
of his mnlnary commanders.
Specialist units were placed on
alert and marines were flown
out to Cyprus to join an
Italian warship. But it was
agreed that military action
should be a last resart.

When the premature lmack
took place, most o the
passengers had already left the
ship at Alexandria for an
overnight trip to Cairo. They
were due to rejoin the lingr at
Port Said. But there wers still
427 passengers, and some 80

crew, aboard. All were now
hostages.

Negotiations to secure their
rclease began in earnest the
following morning, by which
time the Achille Lauro had
sailed north and was cight
miles off the Syrian port of
Tartus. Western governments
frantically tried 1o establish
who the hijackers represented.
Yasser Arafat, head of the
Palestine Liberation Organis-
ation now based in Tunis.
assured  the  Ttalian " foragn
minister.  CGiulio  Andreotti.
that his part ofthe PLO knew
nothing of the hijacks An-
dreotti then contacled Presic
dent Assad of Syria. Assad
said that his country had
nothing. to do with the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 18



® For two years Middle East terrorists had been

tormenting America and murdering its citizens.
President Reagan kept threatening to take

reprisals. But he could never find the right place

or the right time. Last Thursday night, when the
Egyptajy 737 carrying the four cruise liner

hijackers took off from Cairo for Tunls, Reagan's

luck changed

AS THE US aircraft carrier
Saratoga steamed south at 30
knots off the coast of Albania
in the Adriatic, Captain Jerry
Lee Unruh, a 45-year-old from
Dodge City, read the decoded
telex. 1t had comec from
Admiral Frank Kelso, officer
in charge of America’s Sixth
Fleet in the Mediterranean,
who was also steaming south
aboard the command ship
Coronado through the Tyrrhe-
nian Sea towards Sicily.

Both ships had been di-
verted from their routine
patrols to prepare for a secret
mission. The orders would
come from the president
himself. It was now 6pm
GMT last Thursday, and the
alert order had come through
-~ first 10 Kelso then on to
Unruh, whose ship was to be
the base for the mission, The
Saratoga is 30 years otd, and
had actually. cclebrated its
birthday two days carlier, bul
a $500m rcfit two years ago
transformed it into a formid-
able warship with 5,000 men
and 70 warplancs.

Unruh  immediately sum-
moned the commanding offic-
ers of Saratoga’s 1wo Tomeat
squadrons to the bricfing
room below the bridge. The
F14 Tomcat is probably the

most lethal warplane in ‘thé
world, It flies at 1,500mph,.its
radars scanning above and
below and 200 miles ahead for
enemy aircraft, It can attack
six targets simultaneously and
still have missiles to spare, 1ts
pilots regard themselves as the
clite, and embellish their
flying suits and aircrafl with
nicknames. The US Tomcais
that shot down two Libyan
jets Tour years ago belonged to
the Black Aces, The 1wo
squadrons on board the
Saratoga, VF 103 and YF 74,
call themselves the Sluggers
and the Bedevillers.

At least four Tomcats are
permanently on the Saratoga’s
1,000ft armour-plated fight-
deck. Their pilots and flight
officers routinely wail 1o be

scrambled for action; Unruh's
summons was immedijately
answered.

The Tomecal crews were
briefed. Seven fighters were L0
fly 500 miles duc south, and_
foiter at 30,000ft, south of
Crete, where Greek airspace
horders with those controlled
by Libya and Egypt. For a

mission  so  far from the
mother ship, the Tomcals
would be guided Dby two

Hawkeye surveillance _planes
anxg. refuclled in mid-air from

four KA-6 tankers. :
The pilots hurried away to
carry out last-minute flight
checks, as support crews fitted
auxiliary fuel tanks and armed
the Sidewinder anti-aircraft

missiles under the wings,
Then they waited for the final
go-ahead.

At 1031pm it arrived -
flashed from President Rea-
gan, who had just touched
down in Alr Force One at
Andrews air base near
Washington, after a trip 1o
Chicago.

On the Saratoga the Hawk-
.eye aircraft, topped with their
circular radar scanners, trun-
dled down the flightdeck and
climbed into the darkngss.
Refuelling tankers followed,
their heavy loads dragging
them below thedip of the deck

before they crawled skywards.

“Then the steam catapults that
are sunk infg, the degk locked
an lo the Tahicats #hd, one
after another, hurléd: them
into the sky, '

The most powerful nation
in the world, for the past two
years humiliated and rendered
impotent by assorted Middle.
East bombers “and - hijackers,
was about to take revenge.

£ NG PTYATITR 7 an Arab
M oa ek o O and
s w ek park Lo - walked!
into it Ash’ippi‘ﬁ% a%e,ncg’.{( in
Genona that soid berths fo the
Achille Lauro, a 23,629-tonne,
luxury Jiner that cruises the
castern © Mediagranean, He
bought five tilits for Sm ire
(about #4900) 1A the names-of
Antonio Alonco, Diamantino
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by JOHN CHAPMAN and JAMES WEATHERUP

O E of the six British girls still being
detained by the Egyptians on the hijack
terror ship Achille Lauro made a desperate

plea for freedom last night. ...

“ Please, please get us out of here!” said
19 year-old Michelle Gillen, close to tears.

In an exclusive telephone interview with the Sunday
Express she told of her terrifying ordeal at the hands

of the Palestinian gunmen.

*They kept waving guns at us and told us to keep
awake, " she said, “They were always playing around
with hand grenades. We thought one might go off.

" They knew we were British and we felt we were in
danger all the time. I have never been so frightened.”

Beautician Michele, from Milton Keynes and five
British girl dancers have become political pawns follow-

ing America's successful

“skyjack” of the Egyptian

Boeing 737 carrying the four terrorists to freedom.

The girls are trapped on board the Achille Lauro at
Fort Sald with armed Egyptian guards patrolling the
guayside to prevent anyone leaving.

Britain has made urgent diplomatic yepresentations
all day to Cairo through ambassador &ir Alan Urwick,
but there is no sign of an early end to the girls’ ordeal.

The official line Is that they are needed for question-

ing about the hijack.

But there is suspicion in
Whitehall that the Egyptians
may be playing tough In an
nttempt to convinee the Arab
world they did not collude in
the American mid-air seizure
of Lhe tervorists, .

Tt may ulso be that the
Foyptians will hang on to the
hijack shio uniil they get
theihr plune nack from Taly
where the gunmen have been
arrested,

But  there is anger  in
Government  cireles al the
wdy innocent British victims
of the hiljack have become
vielims  avain—in an inter-
national game ¢f diplomatic
pride.

The girls were all set to fly
homte on Friday and family
renions had been planned.

But without anv explana-
tion their journey home was
cailed off bv the Epyplians.

The girls’ parents and other

relutlives were telephoned by

the Poreign OMee at 6 a.m.

""S!t?l'dk‘l\' to tell them the
i news.

“Tast night Michelle had a

sheelal message  for  her
mwinther and father,

She said; ©Tell them T love
them and am dyving to get
hack home

Ordeal
CWe hine ben througl a
Lerritn o ovdes] und now we
s sttt vt hoe held prigoncer,

The uilienr yiids are t—
Jacaal o Brown, 20, from

Aldershot, Hampshire ; Lbuise
Barr, 18, from Leeds - Jane
Gooch, 24, irom South Ben—
fleet, Essex Lesley Tub¥, %
from Norfolk and 8y ana
Morelli, 22, from LeicesSter.

Meanwhile the American
passengers who endured the
hijack flew home yesterday,
after formally identifying the
four terrorists who murdered
Leon Klinghotfer.

The 69-year-old stroke
" yictim was shot in his wheel-
chair and dumned in the sea.

The Americans including
Klinghoffer's wife Marilyn
flew by special U.S, Starlifter
military transport plane from
Cairo to.Sigonella in Sicily.

There, 13 of them were
shown phofographs of the
men being held by Italian
police. .

The four men claimed to he
members of a “front Ilne
group” of the Palesiine
Liberation Organisation.

Securlty wag tight around
the prison where they are
heing held.

Meanwhile the Egyptian
Boeing 737 at the -cenire of
the mid-air snateh, was still
at Rome's Clampino military
airport, where it had flown
from Sicily.

And the cruife; on the
Italian liner ‘Achille Lauro hag
been cancelled.

In Calro, the U.S, alranatch
provoked rloting at the city’s
university.
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serjousness by takimg a saen-
fice. First they separitied Leon
Klinghotfer fiom hs wife
“No said one gunman o the
wheelchair-hound  passenger
“You stay. She goes ™ Muntyn
Klinghotler neser saw ha
hushiand again For the nest
24 howrs she and her friends
cowere consumed by anxiets,

When the hijacking was finad
Iy oever they looked atl
Cthrough the ship for him,
though they expected the
worst Some passengers had
noted that the ronsers and
shoes of one of the hijachers
had heen covered saith blood
And besides, s one tecalled,
“We had heard gunshots and
aosplush - Giovanni Mip-
liwolo, the Tahan Ambassa-
dor o Lpypt laier chillingly
teconsttucted the event, “The
hijachers pushed [Kiing-
hofferl en his Cchair and
drapgged him o the side of the
ship, where, s cold blood,
they tired o shot (o the forehead  Then
they dumped the body o the sea. -
pether with the wheclchair =

Shortdy after the murdei, the gnman

with the bloodstuned elothing, appueared
on the brdge. wold Captain De Rosia wih i
had Bappened and ordered i o adyjse
the Syrian authontes i Tatus, e also
sitid that the second victim would  be
“Miss Mildied.” evidently referring o
Mikdred Heles, but e did not follin
through on that threat Tor g while some
passengers and crew  members thought
the gunmen mightalso have murdered an
Austrian woman, Anna Hoeringner. wha
witn missine Eventually it wis discovered
that thour, he had been hnoched dowi o
flight of st on by achijacker al the e of
the Lukeo 1 she Dad mamaged 1o make
her way v nunlocked cabin ] here she
remained g for two diys, huddled
underi b, ocked moawilet.

ut e hijichers” murderons panibit
ched yotsteceed. Sy o refused ot
low the dehidle Lawro W enter s
Lerriotad swaters. as did Cyprus: ne pove
ernment wanted o bogyow troubde by be-
coming unneeessantly invebed, A7 po,
Puesday, tie ship sused anchor and
sitiled siway trom e Syriun cousthing
Perhaps Fearful of wn ek, o bojacher
w e fdentitivd Bimselt s the squid s fead -
el sdted imselt Onae warned, © We
will ey ship.any phe that ey o
approaclvas - Fhrsuphout Ui night, Cagp
tain B Rosiseal messigies usking woukd-
b reseniers to hold ol Plessse do pog -
lempt anything against my ship.” he
arped “Eseryone s all right, and we will
soon b freed

By 6 am Wunesday. e el .
Lanrowas anchored 15 miles olf Port Sand,
und the Bpyptian Foreign Ministiy wis
mewing swiltly o try (o resolve the Wrisie,

]
i

TIME OCTOHRER 21985

Ceenctil of the PEL,
©enn the diseinsions, Better known s Al
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arflyn Klinghofter
The murderons gambr did nor suceeed.

Mohammed  Abbas  Zaidan,  sevietry-

wrived hom Tunis to

Abbas e tried o nepotiane o settlement
and clarify the hpichers demands, Abual
ol the
L vnd thar apparently mstired 18 not
kneswen, but there was tutle doubr that he
exereied considerable miluence over the

Clnpichers When e ddressed the men
aboard the ship. they replied, “Commari-
b oweane TRy e war o voig

Abul
Abbas then wld the hijackers it if they
srrendered, the g pians world prasan
tee Hienn sife pussigie out ol the country
He bt them o prepaie g releiea:
hip, and they answered. “We shall
vhey “ Shortly betore dush Wednewday. the
fonr punmen came ashore aliard @ EIIAIN
hitttered tughost of the Sues Canal Author-
ity Jaurmalists e the entrimee of ti -
bor cinphie d plimpse of the hijichers ay
they passed. Then they disuppeared. not o
resurfiee until they Landed i Sicily some
30 howrs kit

In New York, Lisa and
Hsw  Klmghotler had  been
s walling Jor two davs for news
o their purents Finally, on
. Wednesday, they broke out

champagne for retatives and
fricnds after bemg wid by
the Swie Depariment that
Maedyn and Leon, alonz with
the uther Passengers,  were
siafe. The celebrauon  was
still poing on couple ol
hours later when the fanuly
< received  another telephone
call, taising grave new doubts,
This time the State Deparnt-
ment sawd it was uncertain
whether Leon Klinghoffer
was alive or dead,

The US. had heard re-
ports as early as Tuesday af-
ternoon that an - American
aboard the Achille Lanrs had
been Killed. On Thursday eve-
ning, after more than 48 hours
of conflicting rumors, the
State Department ordered the
US. Ambassador o Egypt,
Nicholas Veliotes, ta visit the cdehifle
Lauround determine the fate of the Amer-
ivuns aboard - Accompanied by envoys
from Ttaly, Austria und West Germany.
the ambussador was taken o the ship by
tugbout ubout midnight After & quick in-
vestigation, he culled his cmbassy in Cairo
uver aship-to-shore radioand gave his col-
ledgues some instructions, “Leon Kling-
hofler is dead.” he announced grimly. ~He
wits murdered by the terrorists off Tartus
The terrorists then showed the captain the
passportof Mildred Hodes and said,*O.K.,
but you tell those Syrians that we've kitled
twa” They then kept a gun on them con-
stantly and anyone else near the radio and
threalened 10 kill anyone who told the
truth,”

Continued Veliotes: T want you 1o do
o things o my name. | want vou to call
Ithe Egyptian Foreign Minister], telf him
whitt we've learned, ell him the circum-
tell him that in view of this und
ot that we, and presumably ey,
didn’t have those Ticts. we insist that they
prosecute those sons of bitches. The sec-
ond thing: Twant youto pick up the phone
and adl Washimggon aod wlt them wlun
wese done Aad il they want w follow 1
up. that™s line ™

On Thursday morming, Manlyn
Khnghotler, dased and shoched. weng
anhore brietly Lo make a telephane call 10
her funuly in New York The nest day she
arnd e other surviving, members of the
“heach people” wete tthen o Cita o pie-
patre for the Tong sad fight home, withade:
tonr W Ttaly, where she helped pick the o
higwhers ontafa Ineup, On Swturday. after
wititng two days for the T gyptian govern-
ment wpermit the felifle aune o leave
Port Said. the ship's owners announced Uit
the temainder of the cleven-day eruise had
beeti cunoeled
by Jolyi Borroll/Port Said and Doan Fischer/Cairo

By Witliam E, Smith. Reported
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shooung We were all on the floor ™
Later on. the gunmen separated the
Amertcans dand Britons from the othets
and placed gusoline cans close o the,
CCuma Tubby, 2o dancer inoa siv-
D member British toupe on board, was wld
" by the punmen that if their political de-
Dnands were not el she amid the other
Britons would be Killed alone with the
Amer iy Sy she 7 remember think-
Ping 1 didne even hios whin thetr de
?‘ rntnids wete, and thig they an bt ol me

for sometinne 1 odidn € know L dlung
Cabout Ioseenied o unfan Ok the ‘
bridae, one ol the pusacie tired mone i

¢ shots and then onde ud D Rosa tosailm

S nordheasten 1y direcnon wowrd the Sy

Can porr ol Botgs b ba b
A st e i Lept bie Romad aider

EESTIR R HIEIIAIN]

' {has meht s the shue s vnaenn
heone 0 todes pontle of Pore Sad
Rivd mnande contas sworh b pinn ot
awthormes e dio amd old sheny what

. iiv ‘Q "
9‘%“ v A s
. Before the taheover, passengers eiuy the pleas

nt routine ot shiphuardlife

hadd fappened Phe Bapwehers whie had
wentrtied themselves o menders of the
UL demanded the relese of the S0
prpsoners hene Dold o baacel s Sineny
the i Sy lottar sl ko o -
ot v o e (97 et e othars ned
Ctmed ;m attack on e northerne fsal
fone o Nadiari kil tie jeople 1
b \Iu.mml' were pot et Hie Mpacke
of e Tohedle daare wanaed they woulid
Bl p the wtap,
A tabow tat e the paesenierssho
Dol pent the dan ne Canrotised i Port
sand Lhere wonh? beor delasy ey weae
Wl Pecanse of hoase e i the poit
~otnnnlhmid e ded an faeban consekn
athe st adsse thens g the fedgplle e
lewd beetr Bigacbod Bues then ook thenn
Paach b Cano, where they aorneed atier 3
o P them the st Innd e bepun
(i the lobbsy ot the t ongedde Howl Tl
Iodes renn ked the nest day Weare st
"t here motalsilence Wenre petiing ne
formation ot Charlotte Spieael ot

Nea bork Cits added, W hase no nles

whitt s oty o, Eonks want o fad my
fricne s (o arne apgiin
O the shrp the senise of puivie B

Lot o the suonen bewame pste dess
priite Nerther cres ot psengie s seem
Jo have conadered g oo overwhiehn
the tertonisis ey were tovewell armed
and toocrratie. and besides verr v peo
Pl readred that fhee were only fimtr sl
men on board, CHrom the way they were
brehas tng T diplomanwheosited the ship
Jater observed, 10 seemed more likely that
thete were 2 hnachers rather than tour

Eg asvaited pernasaon fiom Ssrso -

Vhowities fon the tchedie anro o dock at
Tartus The hijachkers had ashed Iy oadio
Wb pat an ek st the Badan and
Vnpetican i hassadars e Pkimaecus
|\umn“ to nepntiate the redeise of ther 56

T miluatinon e hed efisis point e
Iy Tacskity sillernoon s the gumoen

The Achitle Laro at anchor in Port Said on the day after the surcestder of the Palestinian terrorints

L. e
R

comnrides el AL ehane s ridio s
ton momitored e elnthne
hyeabn Ieoone of e Ui

spenee of
AL DA

poa Toe day delay i the arpe gl or
the tnbdeeadors ol o M
12 o e oo i o o and

Phe st altmd by sen o Do s been
brow b onward o b par DA E2 SN o
W tie Aol salhn et sy o

armd e st pitssepger sl be habtadar
p e We st communicate IhL‘ namie anad
matiomality of the passeiper ™ AU 12D
P What e new an Tartus " Wewitlioe
meditlel bt the seand Thee iy o
shorlase of passenrers 0 kil Anothe
mondlon in 1 elston repoted i hiacker™s
savitg, Wy x]m W othe et bods i the
witfel aer < g i i ihe head Hs
wite v watlin: L houl it

AL enitetly winit point these sidist
Whireits becitme telity s not known fia
i now foeleo rtaal of werrorsm, the
It kers had decided o underseore theit
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Concensions to whicls Washington did net agree: escorted hy Egyptian security men. the hi

The Voyage of the Achille Lauro

A Mediterranean pleasure cruise turns into a 52-hour nightmare at sea

By the time the Talian fiver
Aehitle Leawo had reiched
Alesandria, on the Gfth day o
i Meditermnen craise, iy
735 passenpers had  setded
into the pleasant routine of shipboard life
There were Ping Pong tournaments, shul- |
liehoard games wnd Ly afternoons around
the paol. T the evening there were dinner
ad dancing follosed by mridnighy bafiets,
il every night atroupe of Polish daneers
pat on i ballet performance

Among the Amerivin passenpars was
iproup of clesen old friends fron New
York City and northern New Jersey
Mostly i their 60s and 705 they likaed 1o
vicabon together on the Jersey shore s
soraeiimes citdted themselves “the beaeh
pesple.” On Suday., the vight hetfore the
2302900 tehifle Lawro reached Ales-
i, they celebrated the 39th birthday
of Marilvn Khnghotler of Manhatan, It
had bewi her idea thal they should all
ke the wleven-diy cruise from Crenon 1o
Niples, Aesandrin, Fost Said, Ashdod,
Linasaol, Rhodes,  Piraews, Capri and
Dtk to Cienoal

Nuest moming, when 666 passengers
left the ship for a day of sipht-sceing and
shoppireg in Cairo, Marilyn wd her bos- f
band Leon, 09, stayed aboard. A retired |
appliciee manufactirer, Leon had been ‘

contined 1o u wheelehuir after sulfering

IMEOCTORR 20, 1985

faccording o this theary

two strokes doring the past three years
Another menber of the gronp Mikdied
Hlodes. of Springticld. N had ploned
o join ber husband Frank on the Caira
ip. but at the Just momient she chitped
her mind. Thit dection sery neatly vl
Mildred Hodes her Jite

Few of the passengers Basd noticed 1he
four Padestinians w he b boarded the ship
at Geno They kept o themselves smd i

ot take Pt in any shipbowrd actites

Ome ol the cdeflle Lasivo hostesses B re-
watlled asking the voung mien e naron
ality and receiving e inpiobichile and

Barely mtelligible reply Norw ey
Oluulml at Alesasdvie, Capliam Ger-
do e Rosa ovdered the anchon
raised, wid soon the Aehitle Lanreo wis
sidting for Port Suid. ot the northern ap
prosich o the Sues Canal wder o bl
liant Dhue shy Phere. late that ooy, by
wits seheduled 1o ek up the g speis
whe had gone o Casroamd proceed i
Isracli port ol Ashdod
Exactly whil happened srest s not
knowin, but i seemed tid the foar Pales:
Linduns tnteaded to remam quietls aboard
the liner until it reached Ashdodd | her
they  wouid
lrunch actervarise attiek. seize Iaraeli hos.
ttges 1 passible, and demad the releise

nee s pieenpers fad disem

ol S0 Palestinians, ineluding niny from

Conives, seized the ship

'

then own onminization, the Palestine
Piberation Front who were being hetd
e Lavaelis prisons. But something went
wrong prebibly the chinee discovery of
then weapons and  ammunition by o
memiber of the vrew . According o the
Talan news agency AnSA, they Titer told
Taalion wuthorities that they had not in-
tended to take cantrol of the ship at all bt
fatd dome sosatler aowaiter spotted them
Vleaning their pums, N

Ty event. they decided (o attick

Fest tour hows alwer the dehitle Lauwro
Il lere Adesandiia, the four Palestin-
s siome st Sovietmade subma-

vitine guna, hand prenades and esplo-
Fiving their
weapomns wildly, the wrrornsts used 1he
SIips lowdspeaker system o stmmon adl
Paaseenpers o e dinig room. “\We were
At rdady B dessert,” one o the
ABCHGI issenpers
Ui, N Bty recalled, “when sid-
dendy we heind sinshots, and someonc
selled, Get down on the floor” We beand
mostning nd proaniog. The handits had
struch men in e kitehen, we were old
Phen they strted o threaten us and
show their power. They had hand pre-
nades i therr hands, and they would
remuove the pins and pliyy with them
They constntly had their guns ready for

Viole NMeskin, of




i Corp. terrorist expert, describes as a kind
of novelty factor. Says Jenkins: “If you
want o stay in the headlines and exercise
coercive power over governments, you
have to do novel things.”

The fragmentation of the PL.O. in
the wake of its 1982 expulsion from Leba-
non may help explain the inereased vio-
lence, Now dispersed from North Africa
to the Persian Gulf, the PL.O.s young
guerrillas are becoming bored after three
years of relative inactivity, Says a P10,
expert in Tunis: “Launching a raid
against Israel. however dangerous, is bet-
ter than sitting around in & camp in North
Yemen,”

The answer. as Isracli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres told TIME Last week. is that
“lsragl will continue o act full foree
against  lerrorists,  Killers,  murderers,
assassins.” He added: "Whoever wants
ce [in the region] must stop terrorism,
There can’t be a compromise about it

The fundamental problem. says Law-
rence Cagleburger. a former Under Secre-
tary of Stste and currently president of the

R,

P.L.F. Leader Abul Abhas

Manhattan-based consulting firm of Kis
singer & Associates, is that terrorism “is
basically a new kind of warfare, Nobody
really knows how o manage it or deal with
iL” Eagleburger recommends s i
ciples o appiy in terrorist a s. First:
make no deals. Second: assure terrarisis
that somewhere, sumetime, Lhere will be
retaliation for their actions. The nature of
the response will vary according to circum-

stances, says Eagleburger. but “there has 1o
be a cost 1o the terrorists or their organizu-
tions for what they do.”

In any given situation. Eagleburger
warns. the U.S. is liable to find itself tem-
ily helpless. But that should never,
- lead the country or iis leadership
toa failure of nerve in avempting to strike
back at gunmen like the Aefille Lauro hi-
Jackers. Says he: “The important thing is
that we not be deterred from punishing
people like these because of a fear that
there will be more terrorist attacks.™ Lust
week the Reagan Administration certain-
Iy communicated to the world that jt
would not be deterred. Few doubled
White Flouse Spokesman Speakes when
he declared after the EgyptAir intercep-
tion that il an opportunity presents itself,
we will do exactly this sanie thing again.”
The US. could only hope that the same
unhappy opportunity would not  arise
“guin soon. — By George Russell, Reported by
Erik Amfitheatrof and Roberto Suro/Rome,
Johanna McGeary/Washington and Alessandra
Stanley with the President

In Pursuit of Justice

B ccause the sole person killed during the hijacking of the
Achille Lauro was an American, many in the U.S. beo
lieve that his accused murderers should face justice in an
American courtroom. In pursuit of that goal, teams of Gov-
ernment lawyers quickly began work on extraditing the four
tervorists from Italy, Maving charged the aceused hijackers
in & Washinglon federal court, officials will present (he for-
milapplication for extradition through diplomatic channels
this week. But under the complex rules of international law.
LLS. courts will probably have to wait until ltalian justice is
done, and may not get a chance at the deflendants even then.

The problem is not that the US. has no applicable faw,
Must authorities agree that the Palestinian hijackers could
be successfully prosecuted under the two federal statutes in-
voked: pirey and the 1984 antiterrorism law. People who
seize ships for eriminal purposes have been considered inter-
national outlaws since the days of $ir Francis Drake, ex-
plaing Professor Cherif Bassiouni

mast certainly apply the traditional legal doctrine “badly
captured. well detained.” U.S, courts have ruled in previous
cases that only the fairness of the trial is important, not the
means by which the accused are brought from outside the
court's jurisdiction.

So il the U.S. had retained custody of its prisoners. its ju-
risdiction would be all but assured. But Ialy's claim is at
least as firmly grounded. The crimes were commitied aboard
an Ialian ship in international waters, and by long-standing
precedent the law of Italy clearly applies. To signal their in-
tent not Lo defer to the US. lalian authorities swiflly
brought charges that included premeditated murder. kid-
naping. ship hijacking and wenpons violations, Says Colum-
bia Law Professor Richard Gardner: “There is some difficul-
ty with the concept of trying them for ane thing, then
extraditing them and trying them for the same thing some-
where else,” Such double jeopardy is barred by the 1984
U.S-Ttalian extradition treaty. {taly also forbids extradition
to i country that would apply the death penalty, but none of
the US. charges #led thus far involve capital offenses.

o' DePaul University Law School

in Chicago. "Any stale can prose-

cute theme it could e Sweden or
Zaire for that matter,” The anti-
terrorism law passed by Conpress
last year makes i a crime punish-
able by life imprisonment o ke
W American vitizen hostage any-
where in the workd, “That “long
arm’ statite incorporates WU.N,
fepal provisions.

Nor would the terrorists have
much hape of slipping through
legal loophole by challenging the
wity they were giught, Villinova
Law Professor John Murphy-be.
licves that although the intereep-
tion viokuted some international
awviation conventions, they would
be “overridden by the need
bring the hijuckers o justic
Even a federal judge who dis-

If the US. must now depend
on e ltalian courts for justice.
whal are the prospects? The law
requires that an indictment or dis-
missal be handed down within 18
months, and no pretrial release of
the prisoners is likely, The verdict
will be decided by 4 vote of two
Judges and six jurors. and sen-
tenees could be as much as life
When evidence is plentiful and the
ime serious. the Tadian judicial
system ciun det swiftly: Mchmet Ali
Agei wits convicted ind sentenced
o life imprisonment only  1en
weeks afier he (ried to assassinate
Pope John Paul 11 In the case of
the alehille Lauro, where more
than 400 crew und
were wilnusses
actions, similar expeditiousness is
expucted. -—By Michael 5. Serdll, Re-
ported by Anne Constable/Washington

e

agreed  with Murphy would al-

and Walter Galllng/Rome
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ders The rules discussed in Chica-

T o radio for further orders. NUis

- ardered the pilots toshool, but that

5 Washington
¢ Ones Ababout 4 pm., Mebarline
ahruptly left a stadl discussion of

_Terrorism

I sualties on our side. but something the

unit could have sustained.”™ By that time.
hawever. the hijackers had left the hos-
tage ship.

Administration officials would not re-
veal who first came up with the intercep-
tion scheme. or when, At a Friday press
conference, National Sccurity  Adviser
MuFarkane said only that Reagan's “com-
munity of wdvisers” proposed the idea “on
the road.” meaning on the way to Chica-
£o. AL about 11:50 aom., as i presidential
maotorcade wended s way 10 a a Lee
bakery in Deeriietd. 11, Mclarkine in-
formed o4 White House stiffer that the
Egvptian plane bearing the  hijuckers
wold Teave Cuiro at about 4 pan, EDT,
After Reagan held forth on tx reform at
the hukery, Mcebarlune informed  the
President at about midday that it might
be possible o intereept the jetliner. In a
privite room inside the bakery. Reagan
agreed in principle 10 the move and pro-
vided one or twoelements of guidanee on
the concept and on the rules.” By than
he apparently meant whether U§
intereeplory would shoom 05 the
ayplAir light failed 1o obey or-

goconered only the mitial stages of
the mission. 17 the Lgyptian pilat
resisted. the LS. pilots would have

unlihely that Reagan would have

was, its the President pul it some-
thing, for terrorists “lo go 1o bed
wondering abom,”

The ti decision came when
vhe presidential party returned to
aboard - Al Foree

the upcoming Genevae summit and
entered Reagan's privite cabin, I
wits then that the President said.
“Ciooahead. and let's exeoute.”
About 15 minutes luer. the EgyplAir
phane feft Citiro

Defense Secretury Caspar Weinber-
ger. visiing Ouawa, stayed in close touch
with Washington through secure commu-
nivations aboird his Grumman exeentive
jeto Meanwhile the Sararava. iecompa-
nied by the degis-class  puided-missile
cruiser Yorkfown, was steaming in the
Adriitic close to the Gre Ihanian bor-
der, Allold, about 25 U.S. warships were
stationed in the castern Mediterranean.
miny of them with the sophisticited ra-
dar capability needed w pick the Lgypt-
Air plane out of the heavy stream of regu-
lar Muditerranean air traflic,

AL 205 pan. EDY. the Suratoga re-
ceived the order o launch its Tomeats.
four to undertake the interception and

Egyp

three is backup. Accompunied by (wo of

the Hawkeye radar aireraft, the fighters
loitered in the vicinity of Crete. AL 4:37
P, they received the interception order.
By 5:30. they had spotied the EgypaAir
pline, and the linal drama began. Back at

his vacation home in Bar Harbor, Me.,
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t's Mubarak: trying to preserve the peace process

!g;gly’s erxl: remsvlng Roagnn's rguupst

A host of complex legal proceedings.
( e ' t

Defense Secretary Weinberger calléd the
President at the White House o inform
him of the mission's success.

White MHouse aides were  ecstatic.
Reagan called Prime Minister Craxi to
thank him for his cooperation in agree-
ing to prosecute the Palestinians, and to
reaffirm that the US. very much wani-
ed o prosecute them two, When Admi-
ral John Poindexter. the Deputy Na-
tionad  Seeurity  Adviser. entered the
regular 9:30 NS¢ briefing for the Presi-
dent the next morning, Reagan rose to
attention and snapped his right hand 1w
his forchead. Said the Commander in
Chief: 1 salute the Navy.”

For the remiainder of the day, howev-
er. the White House staff seemed curious-
ly drained. Even some of the President's
aides were puzzed by the kick of jubily-
tion. Suaid one: <1 would have thought
that just for political reasons., they would
have made more of o to-do.” The Admin-
istration even passed up the arrival of
eleven hostiges at Newark Airport on
CSiturday as an opportunity  to
o Haunt its triumph,

In Rome. Talian Deputy Pre-
micr Arnabdo Forlani summarized
Sothe mood well as he declared that
lence is more useful than an
cess of words, and in this afluir
there have already been too
many.” He,as well as the Reagan-
auts. seemued keenly aware that the
apprehension of the Palestinian hi-
Jackers represented a0 short-term
viclory but that the episade might
even prompl new outrages. Suid o |
senior intellipence official: 1 ex-
peet terrorists o change tavtics
and attack VS, offiviats and facili-
ties apain, mayhe even in the U8
The nature of terrorism is such
that ne one can tell where the next
attack may come from. Late last
week, i homb in Santa Ana, Calif,
killed Alex Odeh, 41, o leader of the
American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee, alter he called Arafat a “man
of peace™ on television.

In the Middle Last, certainly. terror-
ism seems o have inexorable momentum,
Accarding o the State Department, the
number of incidents there has doubled an-
nually since 1982, What is more, suys
Nocl Koch. a Deputy Assistant Secretary
of Defense., the terror “has become more
violent and much more indiscriminate.”

SOne reason, parioxically enough,
may be tighter security by Western gov-
ernments and ofliciels. US. Army and
Air Foree bases that were once lightly
guitrded are now fortified camps, Embas-
sies i many capitals look like urban re-
doubts, As i result, terrorists are looking
celsewhere for wrpets, In the case of the
Aehille Lawro, for example, it appears
thit the hijackers chose the cruise liner
because the usunl tvenues of access to
Isracl--by tund and air—have been
blocked by Israeli security measures,
There is also what Briwn Jenkins, a Rand
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a telephone call to the captain of the
sAchille Lawro, did Craxi learn that un
American hostage had been killed. His
government responded by declaring that
it would seek extradition of the hijackers
far prosecution in Italy.

Washmgton accepted Mubarak's
clarm that he did not know of Klinghof-
fer's murder at the time he nepotated the
hijackers' sale passape out of kgypt " We
think hedid it pood Guth,” a senor U S
atficial sid. “but whittever deal he ot
came uncut whun se found out they hilted
someone

By Thursday morning, however, Mu-
barak was beconing distinetly less credi-
ble e wld NBc-1v's Todey show that
“when this murder emeirged. we had als
ready sent the higwehers out of the coun-
try " Whaete had they pone” * Perhups 1o
Funes ™ Mubaiak siud Challenged by re-
portees L e the day. Mubaiak ques-
toned whether Khsghotler had - been
Klled atalf Said be o Mavhe the manis o

hiding or did not board the ship al alt ™

By then, U.S patience was beginning
to wear thin, At a hearing of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Secretary
of Stute Shalts called on Cairo w “hokl
these people and prosecute them.” Pri-
vately. U S. offwials could hardly restricin
themselves Said an intelligence analyst
“They just lied to us, from wp to bottom.
They did everything they could in order to

mishead us about the locaton and fite of

the terrorists.” But thanks e etfective in-
telhgence in Lpypl the White House
knew by Thursday morning that the hi-
Jackers stll had not left the country

rying o keep Reapan above the
frivy. lus aides made no changes m
lis public schedide Phusdiy
marning the President irneled o
¢ hicapgo o cotbinue his uphult buttde fin
s refonm On the way 1o Andrews \y
Force Base, he told o statler that the U8
had been prepated o laanch o nalitary

R Er)

thouy

raid on the dehille Lawro W rescue the
hostages The President seemed personal-
lv chagrined that the hijackers had heen
whisked ofl the ship. foreclosing the
rescue mission

Senior US melligence sources con-
tirmed o TIMI that such a plun exsted

Avcording 1o ane source. @ seagomg
branch of the UNS. antiterrorist Pedta
Foree, composed  essentially of  Navy

SLALs (for Sea, Afrand 1 and forces), was
not ready to carry out the operation on
Tuesday, but was able o daumeh an adack
by Wednesday wight The LLS. plan called
fon the sEAEs, who had heen practcing
therr assieutt at Akrouri, Cyprus, 1o glade
from the e onw U dedille Tano
After the it assauit, Navy helivoptens
wotild have brought inmore Delta iean,
The FES apparenth knew moadvane e -
acthy how nany tetionsts there wete on
Doard, aad where they were e ~hould
benve beeana piece of carhe 7 sadd an foeel -
senve officinh T Wo i paied aodes wa

R

It was ereitie Judging, bow these mendents are tun.

“I Thought It Was Terrific”

In un nrervew with Stare Department Corr,

Biv views on the UN actin and f18 veperenssions:

On the interception, 10s true Uit this s au impoitant
event in the tight agaunst woorism, but there s been o

tremendowy amount accomplished inthe last year or so

that s not asovmible as this, People tend o repister the
things that sue vimible, But the Tact is that through the de-
velopiment of hetar mdelhpence and of very powd intelli
pence exchange | onaght sy outstiandig aath the hal-

fns, for esaimple cwe have uneoverad, prevented  or

aborted sotse S ercorst meidems inthe kst sear,

Hut my poant s there i beet o ot bappening, ik
b the siome trae s was e drmste example of mssting
thiet those who eogagee o these coanitl avts e brought o
Justice. You hive oot the mesape (o
terrarists that the vivilized conummniny
1 opposed o what they are doing and
prepaced oo lahe aeton bosee tig
they don’t suevecd. soad that tiey e
Drowpht o pustiee, socthere ;oo eost 19
you never apprehend and dedl elfec-
tively with the terrorsts, then they
have o vost free shoc gt ceervibiing

On possible yetallation against the
WUh 1 haven't notived any reluctine:
o tike on the U800 no doubt theye
will be people e the terrorist ranks
who are stimulated by this, but they
don't seein o need very much stimuli-
tion. T don't think that we should hesis
tate 1o bring people tojustice for ¢rime
inal et for fear that some other
criminils mity not Jike 1Cand try w do
something ahout it

On planning the operation. | can t el
you whese ide it wiss, 10 wasn't [mine).
Bul the munie | head the idea, 1

spondent
dohanna Metioare, Secrenary of State Geore Shult: shaed

Shiltz during interview

it wy

agrood show Mayhe we're getting Letier al i

On Egypt. The UM Lpyplan telanonship s sbong one
There e fundamentat things that will endire and we
exvpect and cortaindy want o jelationship with Favpi 1o
continue on s sirong and contident lases We had o ditfer
e ol opiion with the s phan government on destdnge
with the fupackers: and we repntered that Fhe §pyptiane
took steps that the, felt were pecesaany 1o ensare e sathe-
tyoof people Reft on the ship ket alome e ship el
wnd st appayently imvolved Giking the g hers off wnd
asnttl gy Lhem passd o somen fieie o Phey did tha
betore they hnew that i morder el been vommaited 1t .
not vlear 1o mie what was known by whome e the | paope
tisae poverment after they bnew that the matder nd
bren conmmitled, wo 1 dow’c want w copment on that
other tn fo say that we were diappointed (st thiey
were ready o let and did et e crnntoals en g
S fewy the hands ol orsanieed, civlized
Yopoverninent

1

- On prosecution by ftaly. T luve cony
plete combidence mothe Balans The
Ttk reeond i deabige soith i
[RITRERNITORG}

On terorism. 1 von plot teoronmg mei-
denty by year on o prapin s s
But 1otk that tenonean s lestige
rround e senee Ui the o and,
ivibized, interoabional commuomey s
becommy very alert i and more
wind mote determimed o ostop it and
molate it 1 ik o takes o while tor
nocieties BRe ours wrepister o prablem
and ke i m tahe i me youwr put s
well e your head, [ iy signifcant that
nobody wanied that ship to come mito
their harbor  10s syrniticant that no-
bady winted  that pline to land on
their aitticld b other words, the ded
that eriorsts deserve 1o Sanchidry i
rainmmg pround.

™
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should doe As usual, the opuons seemed

" piafully few, US and ltahan ships and

+euch. Washington giave the same mess:

S US would sanction what it called

Chdnapmn diina o 17

planes were iling the Aehille Lawroas it
wandered weross the eastern Mediterra-
nean. headed wward the S

Turtus, The U'S. immediately estabhished
contact with the other gosernments prin-

To
e
American policy twoward terrorism. us al-
Wiy Wi ol o give aineh, A most the
s
with the ternusts on the safety
af the hestizes, Washingron urged the
other sovernments notw v eld The TLS
|\Im|dul vt Il Moditenanean natons
ot Lo permit the dehnlle Luro o dock at
than pats

cipadly involved: Tady, Lgypt. Israel

RISTIRN

trthe VN view i was croe sl 1o heep
the dodttte Lawre Hom docking anv-
where Seared o the memory of Ad-
mstaten oflgds waes base fone s
IW A Dachoer andead When the cape
tred pethiner s allisved o Tand at Be-
TUL AT Pt ot Sk Bgackers wepe ahle
W ddimper e ther 37 hostaee ot the son-
romd g whan sk diggpmge one the
]k e
AR CTiNI MLaers et s
thinkone e a0 teseue i nternational
witters wonld e Lo caster than one m
Sviig o | ehanon,

Sutpriaunly the US ploy warleg
Whoen the dette faneo red o et
Sy swalers neat baries the Syt

tatnend 1 o Capraalo tefused ol
Tow the shp o port Sard o seator 'y
diplomat s Woednngion 1 vervone b
PO’ Ca eeh ol
et ol S presure ot Bt ehar noone
sontesd o prntteson e i T
fodnedle Fesro ad biede chonee but oy iarn
b eoweand boept s Port s

Meare e the soveromeniy msobed
aptecd tyiel e airo ke the lead o afhing
with the hiackers, The decision i d

Becn arnsbed

Sl b st Atubarak ey ed o el

ons wath the PEGO and the fedidl
Latatror ot stanrime, back ovand Tovp
But frony the sttt the 1180 Tily and

L pr were noc thinbange ahke aboot the

s A et Boweser thag et
wore e by gsiies ey of the ho -
Tape s T coneasstons to He hgsehgis, aml

ol pongsinent o the e o
S theer conmnnie s shesaald then von
cen for the peesenpwess skt Phes
dereed tart they s oonld i nocoioe,
el Lo e fecrorists Bt they weqe aplit
Daadly o Hhe grieston of punislient
Fhe U5 ustiatcd thatierrone t bave so
b, o wdpabretnibator o the paed pan
cnpsin o the maie TEe Tl

'
Ao

wepe bess mstent, perkage e ey
e snere Beee s amd prroge et 1 siade 1w
the Lonvplians, e panclanent e
Pyt il dilemne Sand a0 enior

Crse diphonii g Wy hlmv(nn
Chehtiney Ty ol e v
Presidept Mubaak e conenn
wis (0 prevent the hiji kit rom -
dong the Muddle Tt pence

"W

POty

1ver simee Jordan s Ko Hussern und
PO, Leader Aradal apreed Jas 1 ebiu
FIMI i OB R 2E JUsS

g port of

wry o work mgvthr to get Mlddlr' Frast
peace talks moving again, Mubarak has
hoped o bring Israel and Jordan to the
negotiting table. That hope was dealt a
tade blow two weeks ago when Istael
launched o 1.500-nule bombing raid on
Arafats PL O beadyarters near lonis
A further concern of Mubarak’s was
the fragile state of his own gosvernment
which s burdened be severe eronomie
problems as well as o persestent chatlenpe
from Muslim fudamentadinte By con-
sactotsly g up swii the U8 et
the FT O Mubaral would be sidnerable
W opponeits at home ead abroad e
Fevpnan leader win theretors e, par-
P v eteipet, o demonsirate o N
et was o Berdeiate oppeeed oo
by s alving R the hostape mednatno

[emanies of the

AL S sl cagen losonply $n
Aloday eveney ame of s closest dvise
T el alteads was
Papt The s sooat erned e Abul Al
bae lender of e pro-Avafisg Tweton of e
P Phe heavsser Abbaa, Wowaes horn
in b el edigaaed in Pamasos, o e
et e baekor nsel . Abbos pate
hagri o maens Woestern Bats ol most=wan -
b retrareds To 19770 Abhaey helped (o
toind the P11 as 0 breakassas sraup
fromn the Sy b hed Populin Brong for
the Lilotation of  Palestine Croneral
Conramand,

Sawne other things the Palestn
Cabereton Pront wiss tesponsibic to e

e,

it b on the araeli coastal town of

Shaheonae where an el nim and bis
e vert obd dimphter were muondered
Abluee ranch ol the LT has cudtivaned
preasiply lose ity linhs wih A -
fatss Fatale orgaanization, tn 19820 Ahlus
meveh Lo Tunds, where e now commands

Daboue 1,500 Gighiers Abbas s o membet

|
|
|

L hold withoat Arafat’s

of the executive vommittee of the Pales.
e National Copneil. o post hie could not
inp

Ab discussions between | pyplioan ot
cihond the PLLO yepreseniatives pro-

. .

veeded on Tuesday, it seon became clear
tothe US that both {taly and Egypt were
prepared to make a deat According 10

sadiees m Washngtlon the LS, H.pculgd

Spohcnias Charles

1y vigerous opposition. Sud a US off-
el We had idicutions all atong that
the gy pladns veore moving that way We
weghed movnen we could 7 In the end,
Italy aziced o poatong wath Epypt in of-
fermy sif pasenge 1o the higekers on one
condiiion il Hm; Jutd been no kithing
aboavd e, elille Lo

ML had already been mur-
desrd Bue daphatn De Tosa nad presum-
Al reerted Lok s peig authorities that
e cbogrd the Ship bed been hurmed
v o D ey prannonmieed thiat the
Lchaasy hind surrendered oot for
S pissape vt of e o Washimg-

Barbary pitates”s Weinhenger describes tlu' mititary antion

o st public proncmcement at
around 1 pom implied the TSy dis-
turbed” by that Sand St Blepartmeng
Bovdnn " We b
tesportable ol be prone

lewe thow

Conted tothe neamnm et

Cepndin o SWislingto o ouree,

D Gad, ity ovee!™”

Lo the nest < hooes the TH5Cae
e
Lo a o manee
Ares ot abaied wuee Gt
NMeamw e oo e e one o poore
G5 citzen, o] Devee Litled S oashinaton
Alse vemnted o ke schere the teroorings
eres Adimmnistnation ofiv aly fared thar
Epypt s, tothe word ol one ctyving o

net tid ol them™ s gquich iy iy possihle
AU o T Arbaesador Vehotes

Achild.

o et the
sute ! thie

annoaneed rom the feletle aw o that
Kimphotfer hid been murdeied Twao
Bours Lider. White House Spokesman

Speihes declured that the LS was sl
dened and oulrape | by the bratai Lilling
A mneeent Aanerean,” amd wped
Lpypt o the straneest teims™ 1o bring
the petpetnatons to hook

In Rome  ltalan Prime Muunstet
Crnkd reacted o news that the hijpcking
hid ended by exchiming. © Thanks be o
Onty ten mimtes liter, in

ui’

1



aboard @ Yugoslav jetliner U8, Am-
bassador o Italy Maxwell Rabb pro-
nounced himseli “not happy with what
happened today.” The halian govern-
ment was sute o be bitterly criticized
by the US for alowing the duo to fiee
The Reagan Administration’s daring
stroke put heart back inte a navon
numbed by the scemimgly endless specta-
cle of US criuzens abused by terronsty
abroad, particularly in the Middle Last
The Mediterranean  terception  also
helped o reverse an tmage of the US.
reminiseent of former Preswdent Nison's
famots deseription of @ pitiful hetpless
Cgant Swd Senate Minonity eader Rob-
ert Byrd “Fially. we have changed the

! Ready and waiting: the U.S.S. Saratogawith the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterrancan

rles We have shown dhe world thae the
LIS ds o foree to b rechoned with in the
plobal batde suunst tertonst actons ™
Secretry of Stitte t iuuuv,u Shuliz, inan -
lerview with st st riday, declared

|

| that - lulnuhnl I Iusmy ground.” while

Uhe Cidea thad terrorists deserve no s
llhll_\ in iy curieney e bovi

Mty Arith poscrnmients, hawever.
condemned the ULS intereeption Lpyp-
tan President Mlllhll.ll\ pmunl\ Teseribed
the inetdent s Sanaet of pi wid Je-
chined that it had cused “coolness and
strain’ between ro sd - Washington.
Said Mubarak: b am osvery wounded ”
Miml Western povernments  withhield
commient. bt British Prime Minister
Margiret Fhateher was reportedly “de-
hphted ™ at the stccessiul LES. apetation.
I Moscow, the oflici] news apency TAsS
deseribed  Americin anger over  the
K lmghoffer muider as “understandable
ind just,” probably becawse four Soviet
diplomads have been kidnaped. and one
subsequently murdered, by Arab extrem-
ists in Beirut,

On the other hand, many US. and
foreipn intellipence ofticers fear that the
dramatic interception of the  LgyptAir
737 may inspire new. dramatic terrorist
achivities. Warns a high-vinking intelli-

10

pocdaimed that they were na longer

|
|
|
o ther complicated relations between the |

Terrorlsm

e i

gence official in Washington: “They will
try very hard to get their hands on some
Itatian and American hostages in order 1o
negatiate a deal.”

The U S interception of the EgyptAir
Jet was bound 1o have hngering effects
along the Mediterrancan littoral [t fur-

US. and Egypt. Washington was upset
that President Mubarak had resolved the
Achille Lauro hipacking in cooperation |
with Arafat’s LL.O. by promising the hi- ;
Juekers safe-conduct out of his country in !
eachange for surrender. Ametican out- 1

|

rage increased consulerably after discov-
ury of the shipboard murder Mubarak in-
sisted that he had been unaware of |

Whnghotfers death when he made the
satfe-condut deal

But theit. as Secrelary of State Shulbty
publicly demunded  that Bgypt “hold |
these people and prosecute them,” Mu- |
barih made things worse For hours he |
insisted that the hijackers had already left
the country, even as US intellipence spe- ;
ciithists knew that they were sull at Al |
Mazi arrport, The Kidnapers finally wok !
theit Jeave o Ul duy after Mubarak
in
Ly pt

ome Western diplonits speculiat-

ed that Mubarak had covertly aid-

ed the ULS, mission, According o

this theory, neither the LS nor
ey could admit such complicity with-
ont jeapardizing Mubarak’s enure Butat
his press conference Tharsday evening,
Speakes  eateporically  denjed™  that
Feypt had in any way helped the US,
MNext day President Reagan made & point
of saying that he ind Mubarak had “dis-
agreed” on how o handie the situation,
while trying W0 minimize the tension be-
tween the two nations, Said he: “We have
too firm o relationship between our (wo
countries and oo much at stake in the
Middle East to let one incident color our

! ook a toll on the PLO.'s Arafal

L PLO. mediators,

| ning.

relationship. On the question of U.S.-
Egyptian collusion. Reagan declared.
“We did this all by our little selves.”
The fast-paced series of events also
Last

| week the Palestinian leader was cliuming

loudly that his organizauon shuns acts off

terrortsm on principle— although attacks -

against Israeli territory seem to fall out-

. side his definttion of terrorism. In keeping
{owith his avowed postion, Arafat wasted

no tme in denying that the cruise-liner

hyackers had anything to do with the |

PLO Arafil’s attempt to portray himself
a$ u peacemaker reached o peak when the
Achelle Lanro  hijackers  surrendered.
seemingly as @ result of pressure {rom
. when the reports
of Leon Klinghofler's murder were con-

firmed, Arafat had promised that if the |
gunmen were turned over to the PLO
i the orgamzation would bring them 1o

justiee,
From the beginning. Israchi oflicials
insisted that Aqafut not only had been

aware of the hifck plot before 11 wok

plitce. but had been involved i the plan-
Well before the LgyplAir inter-
ception ok place, some diplomats and
mtelhigenve analysts had reached the con-
clusion that the Aclalle Lawio hjacking

was in fact a bungled terrorist atlempt o

laumeh wn attack on the Tsraeli harbor af
Ashdod. using the cruise liner merely ias
ttansport, They also believed that while
Araful was awitre of the plan w attack
Ashdod. nerther e nor PRI Leader
Abul Abbis knew about the finer tugack-
tngn advance, Apparently., the jiaching
occutted only afler the errorsty” weap-

- ons hid been discovered ahoard the ship

(vee follving stoev)

That theory received indirect suppon
on the diy of Uie EgyptAir mteiception,
A PLILL statement delivered in Cyprus
aveepted respansibility for the hifacking.
apologized. and admitted  that Ashdod
wits the of lymul terrorist target Sad the
statement: ” T'he aim ol the operation was
jjack the ship or s passengers or
any cwvilian of any nationality.”

Bizarre and tllogical even by wrror-
ist stiandards, the hijack drama suddenly
vitme into focus in Washington on Mo
day evening About four hows e lier,
the Palestinian terrarists had announced
thewr piracy over ship-te-shore radion. By
o pm Monday. a State  Depiuiment
tush force had convened in a0 window-
Jess suile of seventh-tloor oflices al | og-
gy Botom  Information  was  scunty.
even for President Reagan and National
Seeurity  Adviser Robert (“Bud™)
Mclarlane.  who comsulted  wice on
Monday night. Tronically. Secretuy of
State Shultz was aboard o ship himsedl,
on a Potomae River barge where he was
enlertaining Singapore’s visiting Prime
Minister, Lee Kuan Yew

Al Tuesdiy morning’s datly 9 30 Nai-
tional Security Council briefing in Uw
Oval Offive. Mclarkine reviewed win
lhc President what the US eolild wnd
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talian carabinieri surrounded the Egyp-
tian plane. The ltalians topk the four hi-
jackers into custody.
| Moments later in Washington, White
1 House Spokesman Larry Speakes de-
scribed the LS. exploit at a hastily called
press briefing. The aerial interceprion. he
said, “affirms our determination to sec
that terrorists are apprehended, prosecut-
ed and punished.”
Precisely how all that would be done
in this case was still not clear ar week's
end. From Genoa to Rome. ltalian mag-
istrites were involved in complex legal
proceedings. A number of the former U.S.
hostages went lumuly where they identi-
fied the Palestinians in police lineups at a
local jail. lalian Prime Minister Bettino
Craxi refused a telephoned request from
lent Reagan to have the terrorists
adited to the US., saying the crime
had been commitied on an Halian ship.
which is sovereign territory of haly
Nonutheless, Speakes announced that the
U.S. would formalty request extradition
of the four Palestinians. President Rea-
pan even held out the possibility that the
hijuckers might eventually be tried in
both countri
LLS, oflicials also wied to persuade
the Ttalians to hotd on to the two PL.O

l Naval Air Base in Sicily. U.S. soldiers and
i
4]

AL,S, Navy F-14 Tomcat of the type that Intercepted the Egyptian jetliner

were nbout W escape scot-free. All the an- | utes earlier, apparently headed for Tunis.

ger and revulsion that Americans felt at
that prospect were summed up by US
Ambassador to Egypt Nicholas Veliotes,
who demanded that the government of
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
“prosecute the sons of bitches.”

Only a few at the opmost levels of
U8 policymaking had foreseen how Ve-
liotes would get his wish. More than 30
howurs after the sengoing hijack drama had

Aboard it were the hijackers, aceompi-
pied by two representatives ol the Pales-
tine Liberation Qrganization and a num-
ber of Epyptian diplomats and security
officials.

Traveling under

radio silence. the

Tomeats overheard the Egyptian pilot ra-

dio Tunis for permission o land. Permis-
sion denjed. The pilot tried Athens and
got the same answer. Then the ULS, hphl-

representitives  who accompanied  the
four hijackers on the EgyptAir plane
One of the 1.0, figures was Moham-
med Abul Abbas Zaidan, better known
as Abul Abbas, head of the Tunis-based

i faction of the Palestine Liberation Front

(PL.F), the group to which the Achille
Lawro hijackers may belong, Abul Ab-
has is one of PL.O. Leader Yasser Ara-
fat's most trusted confidants, and a link

ended. u Might of four I-14 Tomeat fight- | ers moved in. They dipped their wings in 7 hetween Abul Abbas and the Achilte }
er-interceplors from the aireraft carrier | the international signal for a forced land- | Lawre hijucking sugpests that  Arafat
Suaratoga pulled alongside a chartered | ing. whilea U.S, Navy 122C Hawkeye m- 5 might have known of the plan in ad-
EgyptAir Boeing 737 jetliner just south of | dar plane radioed (ln. 737 to follow them. | vinee. At week's end. however, the U8
the Mediterranean island of Crete. The | The pilot complied. detention effort failed as the PLO |
Egyptan aireraft had left Cairo's Al An hour and 15 minutes later, the jet- | representatives suddenly and stealthily
Maza military airport 1 hour .md4€ min- | liner and its escorts lnded at Sigonella | left Rome for an undisclosed location {
U, e i S . ot . S
" SARDINIA B ‘ J TURKEY
P%anelﬂnﬂsut?lrkbusu. ,
whereltakiapnstake | _ 4 e KYSuriad DUV
| hijackers In;\o custody, | ITALY GREECE Syria donies entry ]
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Inlo its waters, Leon
- fieris k llled.
T 1 H o
HE TUNISe Siciy \ Slganella alf base A "r’}g‘;m.‘"ms or
X s ARCUN
ad " SYRIA
& [ TuNsiA CYPRUS STARTUS
< Torrorists surren- LEBANON
tlor and aro taken SBEIRUT
to Calro. Ship pro-
SEA coods to Port Sald. )
THFOU N \ o
U.S. Navy F-14s ISRAEL
intercept plane, *ASHDOD <
*PORT
ALEXANDRIA® SAID JORDAN
m ]_:// CAIRD _——
Miles LiBYaA .
TIME Mapby Paul . Pugliees EG YP T
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Cootic sentiment guite dike it

|

Co Lerrts everywhers

(el AL

A small victory ina Iar;,cr war: surroumlcd by U, S. and 1talian troons, the Ef;ymAlr 737 Slf‘i on the tarmac at Slgonelln. Su.||y
TIME-OCTQRLER 21, 1985

he U.S. Sends a Message

A bo/d uonvm/enr stroke eml g fozu da Y50 f 1101 FOF ana’ fiumiliation

“Thank God we (inplly won
one!™ esulted Democratic
Senator Daniel Pawrick
Maoynihan of New  Yurk
“saplorious day in Amer-
fean history,” aprced I(Lplll)“mlll Con-

messige: CYou can run, bul you can’t had distributed blurred photographs pur-
fide,” porting tw show the body of ULS. Diplomat
The celebration. however, wis mixed | William Buckley, Kidnaped 18 months
with restraint, as il the country under= | ago. The Stuie Department was skepticit
stood that it hid won asmall victory inac | of the claim.

arper wir with no end yet in sight. Late Nonetheless, with one bold, nonvi-

presstnan Robert K. Darnan of Califor- | fast week another skirmis in thit war | fent stroke, the US. had erased four day:

N WE GOT ML shouted a beadline in b may have taken place. In Buirat, the Shi- | of frustration, horror and humiliation, an
DS Tonday, Kevin Birhy, 28, Detroit | it terrorist graup Known i Istamic Ji- | all-too-familiar progression in the recem
parape aticndant, vehoud hl\lnl\’nl mternational terror-
cotmtiess other Amevicans s . Onee apgain Arabestem-

sts had strock at a vuinerabie
ln targel. A few hour
ter it left Alesandria on g
pleastire eriise ofthe Mediter-
g, wn Badian liner. the
Achitle Lawrn, with 123 pas-
senpers and 318 crew b,
witn hijacked by Patestinin
punmen . Chee ann Amwern.
G passeniers were singhed
out for especidly brotabaten
Gon, Cwie of them Teon
Khinphotlor, 64 ol New York
City. it strole visting contined
s w heelehanrs s st in
culd Blood throuph thie fore
het sl s by dhoen
avertoird
hen the hostape drama
wanosedduniy, wsens s
Ciounty . over Deapite the
t G A i stronpest VLS plair oa o
‘The  After ordering the mission, Reagan returns to Washington ably. il seemed thag the | STLEN

he devhired. s phont tioe,
We neaded 0 prove thit we
wore e poing W sit o take
itanyiore”

O Capitol HI et all
aeross the LRSS dast week
There swere fieree o pouriigs
af pride at o military jobowell
done, bodkeed, nob sipee e
TRt UEs landoggy o the
shores of Cieemnda hid there
heen any espressing ol patr

Guerehiry of Pefunse Caspat
Woeinberper harked  back
el burther thin that, be -
Vol e e of the Tarba
Ty pitates i praising the Ad-
Db raton’s saetion Mooone
ot it bevter than Ronidd Ko
A The 05 sadd vhe Presi
dent, I HIT TR R
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premeditated murder of Mr
Klinghotfer, kidnapping, hij-
acking a ship and possession of
explosives.

The men were identified ux
the hijackers early yesterday by
American  passengers  being
flown back to Newarl, New
Tersey, on board a US military
aireralt. The passengers madsa
a briel stopover In Siclly to
examine  photographs of the
men before the Tralians charged
them formally.

The Washiton Pos: vepor-
ted  yesterday  that Taliwe
carabinier: and  US militory
secsopnel cwvere engaged mou
conlvonmbon *that nearly led
to cunfirs T whoen the intercep-
ted Pavption piane landed in
Sictlyearly on Friday. The Pog
also said the US F-14 fighters
whtich intercepted the Fgyptian
plane had earlier intercepted
ihece other planes over the
Meditermimean before finding
e one they were looking for,

Adhmipisivation  sources  in
vashington  were quoted s
saving yesterday that the suc-
cessiul U8 acdon against the
brjackers  would - improve
resident Reagan's standing at
home and abroad.

In Jtaly, reaction was Jess
cuphoric. The leading news-
paper 1 Repubblica said in an
editorial :  International  law
has been violated not only by
foipr terrovists and their sup-
nOTLers but  also by
Chancelicries of state. Heads of
sovernment have been lying,
Aramtery contradicting each
nfle ambassadors double-
LTI, ather, .. We
v e et inan act of
Vbl ool pavaey

e Cabro, 1o shidents were
peperted camid when police
paed e care and batony o
divperae an estimaed 3,000
deinopstrators shouting anti-
American and o ann-faoaeh
Sl

Tialian investigators that they
belonged to an organisation
called the Front Line Fire
Crroup, which they described as

The leader of the pro-Arafat
wing of the Palestine Libera-
tion Front, Mohammed “ Abu’
Abbas, who was on the Egyp-
tian plane when it was forced to
land in Sicily, was said 10 be
refusing to leave the plane,
which was flown on Friday
night to Rome's Ciampino
military airport. He was guar-
ded by four other men wh were
believed to be armed. Nalian
radio said police in Sicily were
not empowered to force them
to disembark.

In London, & caller claiming
to represent the PLF  tele-
phoued ihe office of the
American CBS network and
accused *US intelligence ser-
vices " of concealing the body of
the passenger Al Leon Kling-

Arafat : Repercussions

hoffer in preparation {or ihe
interception ol ihe Dgvptio
alrceaft. ~'Fhe PLE calle onthe
Ttalian Government to release
our four comrades as they did
not kill anvone on boaed the
Achitle Lauro,” the cabler said,

Uhe four gunmen are now
A AXINUN SeCUTHY DUrson i
stractsy, Sicily. where they
have been charped with e



BRITAIN protested to
Egypt vesterday about its
refusal to allow six British
women on board the Achille
Lauro to leave the Italian
liner, as threats of retaliation
mounted after the US cap-
ture of the ship’s Palestinian
hijackers.

A Foreign Office spokesman
in London said' arrangements
had been made to fly the
women home after their ordeal
on the hijaclked ship but  at the
very last minute they were
denied permission to leave.’

He added : ¢ Our ambassador
has taken up the matter and
representations  have been
made 1o the Egyptian authori-
ties at the highest level.

The six women, five mem-
hers of a dance troupe uud 4
beautician, were among inore
R P A MR A ]
: Lo T, e . qts
wis hijackert fast Monday by
four Palesti-dan gumnen.

The Achille Lavre way still
Budag held we Port Suild yester-
day as' Bpyptian officials
coutinued thele investigation
into the hijack drama. Five
hundred passengers hoping to
rejoin the ship at Ashdod in

by ROBIN LUSTIG,
DAVID WILLEY and
PETER PRINGLE

Tsrael were being flown home
last night after it became clear
the rest of their cruise had been
cancelled.

As the repercussions of the
hijack and the US interception
of an Egyptian civil airliner
carrying the Palestinian
hijackers to Tunis continued to
reverberate vyesterday, Yasser
Arafat, chairman of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation,
warned that the PLO would
‘adopt a mew strategy’ in its
situggle against lsrael as a
result of the US action.

Speaking in Dakar, Senegal,
Arafat said: ¢There is no
difference bueiween a terrorist
who hijucis an aeroplane with
a pistul and a terrorist who
hijacks a  plane  with
wirplanes’.

The interception of  the
Vipyption plave and the handing
over of the gunmen to ltalian
judicial authorities would have
‘grave repureussions on the
international situation,” he
said.

The four Palestinians, who
are being held in Sicily, were
reported yesterday to have told
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A DRAMATIC “Go get
“em” order from President
Reagan signalled America’s
spectacular mid-air capture
of four Palestinian killers.

Last night the terrorists who
hijacked an Italian cruise liner
were under arrest in Sicily after

.wmn:am% October 12 1985 @

being hijacked themselves.

And astonishing detail emerged on
how U.S. fighter planes inter-

cepted the thugs and escorteg
them into custody as they
were being flown toc freedom
over the Mediterranean in
an Egyptian Boeing 737.

The Rambo - style operation
triggered = celebration parties
across America with a jubilant
Mr Reagan toasted as a national
hero.

But the euphoria was shad-
owed by fears, of retaliation by
enraged Palestinian terror
chiefs. :

From PHILIP FINN in New York

The mission to avenge the
brutal murder of an elderly
American cripple aboard the
liner Achille Lauro was plotted
in ‘meticulous detail by Mr
Reagan’s special team of anti-
terrorists. .

The former Hollywood stay

i by -,

put' cn an Oscar-winning ouft-
wardly dithering Derformance :
nﬁnozwﬁozﬁ Thursday, fobbing’
off (ucstions as he waited ta-

spring the topsecret trap that
startied the world.- " -

The President was 30,000t
up in his jet Air Force Qne
speeding him from Chicago to
Washington when intelligence
reports came through that the
Boeing carrying the killers was
soon to leave Cairo for Tunisia,
following their surrender in
Egypt.

It was 8.20 p.m. London
time. Time to act. Mr Redgan
speaking by air-to-groud tele-
phone alerted his top aides in
the Whites House.

0 ® TV starts oo page 1 ...mm ro_nn OF BRITAIN.
America salutes
Reagan raid on
‘ship terror gang

- decks at” 10 pm, two giant

,..‘,.wwq.wmu his “Gg get ’em™
command was . flashied. to .the .
skipper  of the  U.S. carrier
Saratoga off Albania, - )

The skipper gave g mmum.EEwr
order to four F-14 Tomeat
fighters., - ’ oo

As théy took ‘S.m ‘from the

AWAC 'surveillance vlanes, cap-
able of refuelling the warplanes
1f necessary,- eft -2 NATO base
in Europe to join them.

Just after ]
fighters intercepted the Boein
which had-cleared Egyptian air
space after secretly leaving
Cairo 75 minutes earler. .

The Tomeats swooped in on
their’ target and flew two

10.30 p.m. the-

abreast alongside it, It was an -

alarming monient for the Rillers
Page 2 Col 6
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_THE man with mosh.egg on
_his facé-'after the hijacking

{ affair, President Mubarak of
| Egypt, was low yesterday,

SATURDAY PEOFLE

R

President Mubarak : some explaining to do

allowing the Foreign Minis-
try to express “surprise and
sadness ¥ at America’s behav-
iour. H wver, the president
{nickname Teflon) may need
all his nno-stick qualities to
limit - further Lessy
accretions.

The perception in Cairo is
that America’s abduction of
an Egypt Air plane will be
seen by Egvptians as a blow
to national pride. “It will

lead Mubarak’s opponents te
say it was weakness at best,

and collusion at worst,” said
an observer.

If ignorant of America's
plans, as the White House
claims, Mubarak’s humilia-
tion is compounded by the
fact that as Egypt's air force
commander and deputy war
minister he was the chief ar-
chitect pfearly victories
against Isreal in 1973. A for-
mer fighter pilot, he should
have understood the implica-
tions of allowin ghte kidnap-
pers’ plane to take off from
a base where US personnel
are stationed.

He will have some explain-
ing to de, an unpleasant
reminder of the emollient

tours he undertoGk for ms
predecessor, President Sadat,
to explain Egypt

treaty with Isrzel to a hos-
tile Arabh world.

The incident will both in-
crease his frustration at
being unable to lead the
country back to centre stage
and underline his impotence.
He was said to be speechless
at President Reagan’s en-
dorsement of Israel’s air
strike against the PLO. He
has repeatedly sought reas-
surances from the new

regime in Sudan, and reviles
Gadafy as a madman.

Egyptians have detected
lately that the modest, pri-
vate man who {ook over
after Sadat’s assassination in
1981 has been exhibiting
andiose tendencies. The
leader who forbade the
media to splash his picture
is now regularly portrayed at
opening ceremonies.

This new image, which has
failed to disturb his counfry-
men’s apathy towards him,
may be an attempt fo com-
pensate for his inability to
extricate Egypt from ifs eca-

hoaommmmgﬁm.wmmammﬁmw
$2 billion Egypt is receiving
from the US, Mubarak’s at-
tempis to secure a further
$865 million have met a cool
response in Washington. - His
compliance with IMF pres-
sure tos gradnally reduce
heavy subsidies on  basic
goods is seen as a time-
bomb.

“Egvptians have  demon-
strated they will rise against
anyone whe -tells them the
price of bread imust be
doubled,” says a Cairo resi-
dent. “If Mubarak goes too
far, he could be toppled —
and he knows it.”
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