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Abstract

( The Comparative Theoretical Studies as Samples)

This study intends to fathom the specialty of the comparative Arabic
literature directed from its reality and negativity; the problematics, raised by its
contrastive scholars, that were stemmed from the ways of their aesthetic
reception of contrastive (French, American, and Slavic) approaches; the
novelties in some critical approaches or structural transformations in writing
the artistic work (hypertext); and relatedness of such problematics to suggested,
developmental projects that try to avail of those novelties in establishing an
Arabic view in the contrastive approach. The study strived to concern itself with
the theoretical level of the comparative Arabic literature due to the esteem of
what was written in this respect, and the diversity of the achieved receptions
whose acquaintance needs delicate standpoint and meditative review.

The present study is divided into a prelude, three chapters, and conclusion.
The prelude deals with delineating the main features of the approach used in
this study, defining its epistemological role in history in terms of phenomena
and arts. Chapter one, entitled "Schools of Comparative Literature: Context and
Approaches", tries to briefly present an exclusive overview of the three schools
of Comparative literature, due to its relatedness, be it direct or indirect, in
steering the view of comparison in such schools. So, this chapter falls into four
sections the first three of which are concerned with shaping the features of the
known schools: (historical) French, (critical) American, and (stereotypical)
Slavic. The fourth defines the following: intertextuality theory, reception
theory, cultural criticism, hypertext, and their relationship with the comparative
literature in terms of the modern western criticism.



The Arabic critical reception of comparative literature comes under two
different patterns: the matching reception and contrasting reception. This study
singled out a chapter for either pattern, the first studied the matching reception -
after being put within its hierarchical framework - according to the view of the
French school, and then the fleshing out of didactical stereotype in the
comparative Arabic literature, its dominance, and its effect upon the following
theoretical studies, with considering few attempts to break the law of stereotype
of some Arab Comparative scholars.

Chapter two - three in the research outline — tackles the contrasting Arabic
critical reception of the Comparative theory of literature. It starts with the
theoretical tendency by some Comparative researchers, which is realized in
what we termed as "the break of the stereotype, where the calls of Arabs for
establishing an Arab view for the comparative literature were laid down. Later,
this chapter studied, separately and meditatively, the correlation of the
comparative literature with the intertextuality theory, reception theory, cultural
criticism, and its relationship with the new artistic form (the hypertext),
discussing the attempts of making use of the new trends in developing the
comparative approach or "invention" of a new view instead of the past dominant
ones.

The research is culminated with some results that were briefly addressed in
the conclusion, of which are:

e The Arab reception concomitant with the schools of comparative literature
adopted - at most - a single representative approach to deal with the coming
comparative discourse, starting with doubling the value of the theoretical
pioneering of Dr. Mohammed Ghonaimi Hilal's text entitled "Comparative
Literature", repeating the issue, in a way that is less concomitant with the
coming original, in the reception of the Arab Comparative scholars to the
viewpoint of both American and Slavic schools.

e This reality figured out calls for breaking down the dominance of the
stereotype, the derailment from the traditionality and rawness of prevailing
comparative studies, and reshaping an Arab view concerned with the
comparative literature that makes use of the new critical approaches and
structural techniques in writing the artistic text. This was seen as "a
contrasting reception" striving to invest the insights of the coming theories in
representing its view. Some of such attempts depended on eclectic view that
systematically encompasses critical techniques of different approaches. It is
such a view that aspires to bypass the borders of the carrying over that
matches the achievement of the other into an action of developing and
enriching it.



e The study managed to point serious innovative attempts in promoting the
comparative approach. They were represented in Edward Said's suggestion
of the term "Contrapuntal Reading", and theorization of how thoughts move
and transfer through what he called "the immigrating theory"; Dr. Ahmed
Abdul-Azeez's attempts in theorizing a new view in the Comparative
literature that aspired to exploiting "intertextuality" and insights of reception
theory in the comparative approach; and also Dr. Husam Al-Khateeb's
efforts in his openness to the theorizations of hypertext and making use of
the methods of reading such a new text in the Comparative approach.

But what is missing in such attempts lies in the action of communication
and taking to the accumulative method. Thus, every attempt originates from a
unilateral perspective, setting to itself a starting point away from what was
achieved in the same domain by former attempts. Such a situation let some
studies closely consider the absence of a clear perception for an Arab theory in
the comparative literature that is tantamount to the level of stability.
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